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Seasonõs Greetings to all our 

fine members. I hope all of you 

had a wonderful Christmas and 

are having a glorious start to the 

New Year. Spring is around the 

corner, now! And we only have 

six months until we can use our 

docks.  Many of you have proba-

bly heard by now that the dock 

contract with the construction 

company has finally been 

signed.  It was a long, hard 

struggle between our attorney, 

Dave Kuenzli, and Perram Elec-

tric.  Many thanks go to Dave 

and the rest of the Dock Com-

mittee and Officers for their sup-

port in getting this wrapped up.   

As we move into the New 

Year, there is still much work to 

be done. As you all know, Rome 

was not built in a day, but we 

are moving at State of Ohio 

speed and doing the best we 

can.  As you are reading this 

article, The First Bank of Belle-

vue is digesting our financial 

status and arranging for the loan 

papers to be drawn and signed 

by Kaye Soka, Treasurer, and 

myself by the end of the 

year.  Hopefully, this will have 

already occurred by the time you 

receive this.   

During the Land Cruise in Febru-

ary, there will be a 

short business meeting to in-

form the membership of our 

progress.  We have been 

asked about the cruises in the 

summer.  We know for sure 

that the June cruise is at the 

Port Clinton Yacht Club Fa-

thersõ Day weekend.  Our fleet 

captain, Steve Shireman, has 

informed me that he is working 

on the other two cruises.   We 

will know more after the first of 

the year.   Remember, the 

website is always a good place 

to check for info.  Becky Vin-

cent, our Entertainment Chair, 

has been working to put our 

land cruise together. Please try 

to attend and support her ef-

forts, and also make sure to 

have some fun.  If you are new 

or have never been to a land 

cruise, you will be surprised at 

how much fun and catching up 

can be done among friends in 

the middle of winter.   

Thanks also go to all members 

who attended the ILYA party in 

December, and special thanks 

go to Kaye and Ron Soka for 

the hospitality room.  If you 

missed this party, you should 

plan to attend next year in Per-

rysburg.   

The Building Committee has 

started to work on conceptual 

drawings to bring to the land 

cruise for a preview of things 

to come.  Other drawings and 

plans, I am sure, will follow.   

Thanks to all who have paid 

their dues promptly since a 

strong membership is critical 

at this time.   

For those of you who have not 

seen the new marina, I think 

you will be amazed at the size 

of it.  It is awesome.  The water 

is in again and, remember, you 

can see this at MBIYC.com.  

We are entering a new and 

exciting phase of growth at 

MBIYC, and we are glad that 

all of you are a part of this. 

Your trust and confidence in 

your Officers and elected 

Board of Directors have made 

this growth possible, and we 

sincerely appreciate it.     

Commodore, Larry Ohler 

 

NOTE from Kaye:  

Bank Loan Signed 

December 29, 2008, Larry Ohler 

and I signed the documents for 

the bank loan. Upon the closing of 

the loan, the bank sent a fax letter 

to Perram verifying that the mon-

eys for the docks are now avail-

able. This complies with the provi-

sion that we provide such docu-

mentation by December 29, 

2008. 

Thank you Dave Kuenzli for coun-

sel related to the bank documents 

and accompanying us to the clos-

ing. 
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¶ Commodoreõs Corner 

¶ Contract for Docks 

Signed 

¶ August 28 Member-

ship Meeting Minutes 

¶ Ron Soka elected 

trustee for I-LYA 

¶ New members Barry 

and Linda Hofer of Port 

Clinton, Ohio 

¶ Photoñthe water is in 

¶ Land Cruise Feb 6-7 
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Did you know MBIYC 

has a Boat US coopera-

tive discount? Just enter 

MBIYCõs group number 

of GA82778Y when you 

signup or renew. 

DOCKS!  We have docks.  The con-

tract for the fabrication of the 

docks has been signed.  We should 

be in the docks by  June 15 or 

earlier.  

The dock committee has sent out 

the first lease contracts to the 

dock holders who leased docks the 

last year the club was open.  If 

you receive a contract, please 

review and send it back as soon 

as possible.  We have 97 mem-

bers on the dock waiting list.  

Check the website often for up-

dates on the docks and club ac-

tivities. 

We are in the final stages of the 

revised dock policy.  It will be pub-

lished on the website as soon as 

we have the board of directorõs 

approval.  

Yours in Yachting 

V. C. Gil Root 

 

Happy New Year from all of us at MBIYC! 

GCBA Award  

Mike Zavasnik was cho-

sen as Delegate of the 

Year by GCBA and pre-

sented with his award. 

THANK YOU Mike for your 

hard work over the years 

with GCBA and for repre-

senting MBIYC. 

John Wierzchowski 

Staff Commodore, MBIYC 



 

Membership Meeting on August 28, 2008 at Huron Boat Basin. 

John Wierzchowski mentioned the ships store was open for business and pointed out the 

Count down Clock for the grand opening on June 1, 2009. The clock was supplied by Carl 

Dirrman. John also mentioned that there were pictures of the marina and a presentation on 

two laptops. John said that we have a membership co-op with Boat US and to contact him 

or Larry Ohler for more information. 

John Wierzchowski read the Dan West letter about the lease and their commitment to our 

club. He mentioned that the lease was in Columbus for the final approval and should be 

back to us in the next week or so. This will allow the club to go to the bank and start the 

process for the loan for the docks.  He spoke about the docks, and that they should be in-

stalled and ready by June 1, 2009. They will probably not have water an electric at installa-

tion time. 

Kaye Soka gave the treasures report and spoke about the bond program and how important 

it was to the membership. She also game information about how the program works and an-

swered several questions. She did suggest going to the website and all questions had been 

addressed there.  Kay mentioned that the more money we have the less we have to borrow 

from the bank; therefore, the less the project will really cost us.   

One of the questions was about the cost of the dock rental once built. John Wierzchowski 

said that no definitive amount was done yet, but that the idea was to keep it reasonable and 

that the rental would be by dock size. As the docks will range from 30 to 46 feet, and the 

old ones were all 30 feet, it seemed logical to do it this way. The dock committee once es-

tablished will come up with the final plan. He did mention that the bid was much less that 

we expected.  

Elaine Dembinski suggested that we have a raffle for a $1000 bond. Raise enough money to 

actually pay for the bond, but have someone win it. 

Scott Forward of the nominating committee presented the slate of candidates for the new 

officers and offices. No one had submitted any other candidates to the secretary nor was 

there any other candidates suggested. The candidates for a one-year term expiring in 9/2009 

are as follows: 

Larry Ohler, Commodore 

Gil Root, Vice Commodore 

Dora Dirrman, Rear Commodore 

Kaye Soka, Treasurer 

Donna Markey, Secretary 
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John Wierzchowski, Nominating Committee Member 

Scott Forward, Nominating Committee Member 

For Three-year term expiring 9/2011: 

Karl Steuk, Director 

Ralph Renniger, Nominating Committee Member 

Bar Uland, Financial Assurance Committee Member 

John Wierzchowski made the motion to accept, Sharon Weisenbach seconded, vote was 

unanimous and motion passed. 

Scott Dotty gave a talk and showed the picture of the design for the new marina. He com-

mended all the officers and Larry King for all the work they had done. Stated he thought the 

lease and the way the project was handled was very professional. Scott mentioned that all 

should check the website, www.middlebass.org to see pictures of the marina progress. 

John Wierzchowski thanked Rodney and Joanne Brown for all their hard work in the enter-

tainment committee. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dora E Dirrman 
Dora E Dirrman 

MBIYC Secretary 
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Treasurer  Kaye Soka 

Thank you to everyone who has submitted 

their 2009 dues.  This newsletter is a re-

minder that dues were due by the end of 

the year.   If you havenõt gotten them in, 

please do so promptly so as not to be 

dropped from membership. 

Thank you, too, to those who have re-

sponded to the Capital Improvement Fund 

needs by purchasing a bond.  If you havenõt 

considered this opportunity yet, I hope you 

will.  In this time of falling interest rates, our 

5% interest is a very attractive investment 

and it will facilitate the clubõs completion of 

the new facility. 

Kaye Soka, Treasurer 

Entertainment Committee    Becky and Barry Vincent 

Membership  James Franchello 

I-LYA Delegate   Kaye Soka 

 

Membership Matters... 

Please welcome aboard to our newest 

members, Barry and Linda Hofer, of Port 

Clinton, Ohio. 

Our membership as of the end of 2008 

stands at 396. Our constitution allows for 

a total membership of 600, so if you 

have good friends who are not members 

you should encourage them to look at the 

new MBIYC and join in the fun! The coming 

year should be very exciting with the open-

ing of the new marina. 

I would like to encourage all our members 

to investigate the various committees that 

help to support and maintain our club. All 

the work to keep the club going is done by 

volunteers, so please get involved and help 

out when and where you can.  

This will most likely get to you after the holi-

days, so I hope that everyone had a happy 

holiday season and that you all have a 

healthy, happy and prosperous New Year. 

On Friday, December 5, MBIYC hosted a 

hospitality room at the I-LYA Fall Meeting.  

In addition to refreshments, we were able 

to share the latest pictures of the new ma-

rina with our I-LYA friends.  We had a con-

stant flow of traffic throughout the evening, 

and it was great to see some of our mem-

bers from the Cleveland area. 

On another note, MBIYC memberñRon 

Soka, was elected as a trustee for I-LYA.  

For a variety of reasons, both internal and 

external, I-LYA faces considerable financial 

challenges.  Hosting the I-LYA Regattas 

(Junior Sail, Senior Sail and Power) requires 

a sizable budget derived from sponsorship 

and entry fees, both of which are strained in 

our current economic environment.  I know 

that Ronõs experience with managing the 

Mills Trophy Race for many years will prove 

helpful to the I-LYA.  Congratulations, Ron! 

I-LYA 

Kaye Soka, Delegate 

The land cruise this February includes several clubs and activities.  You will have the opportunity to see clubs you may never have vis-

ited.  Please join us beginning at 10:15A.M. as our Middle Bass Island Yacht Club òCruise Busó leaves the Fairfield Inn and Suites for a 

fun filled day of activities.  Each of the five clubs will warmly welcome us, and show us a great time for our short visit.  You may wish to 

take part in the activities that are planned while we are at each club. 

The òCruise Busó will leave the Fairfield Inn again at 5:15 P.M. and take us to Jolly Roger Sailing Club for cocktails and appetizers.  If you 

werenõt able to join us earlier in the day, you may join the cruise as we begin the evening activities at Jolly Roger Sailing Club. 

Entertainment by Indigo Blue begins as we arrive at Toledo Yacht Club and will continue through the evening until 11:00 P.M.  If you 

havenõt experienced the wonderful voice of Theresa Harris, you wonõt want to miss her now!  

Lunch menu at Maumee River Yacht Club is as follows: 

Croissants & Wraps Salad  Cup of Soup 

Tuna Salad  Side House Tomato Basil 

Chicken Salad  Side Caesar Cream of Broccoli 

Egg Salad  Cottage Cheese 

The price is $8.72 per person and includes tax and gratuity 

Buffet Dinner menu at Toledo Yacht Club is as follows: 

Beef Tenderloin carving station 

Chicken Piccata 

Parsley Potatoes  Green Beans Almandine 

Plated salad, rolls and butter, and a coffee buffet 

The price is $25 per person and includes tax and gratuity 

If you would like to be part of the Entertainment Committee for this event, please call or email.  Weõd love to have your help.  419-349-

2512 or beckyvincent@bex.net. Questions are welcomed so be sure to call.  

mailto:beckyvincent@bex.net
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Officers Middle Bass Island Yacht Club Land Cruise 
Club Crawl and Poker Run 

February 6 & 7, 2009 

Let our òCruise Busó do the driving for you! 

Come early for a weekend filled with fun and fellowship! 

Free deluxe breakfast at the Fairfield Inn is available from 7 to 10 A.M. 

The òCruise Busó leaves Fairfield Inn and Suites at 10:15 A.M. on February 7, 2009. 

 

10:30 - Bay View Yacht Club ð Cruise Captain Greg Snyir 

Noon - Maumee River Yacht Club ð Lunch 

2:15 - Toledo Sailing Club 

3:45 - Fairfield Inn - Dress for the evening activities 

5:30 ð Jolly Roger Sailing Club - Appetizers ð Cruise Captains Kaye and Ron Soka 

7:00 ð Toledo Yacht Club ð Dinner ð Dancing ð Meeting ð Cruise Captains Bob & Joan Eischen 

There will be activities at each club. 

If you havenõt had the opportunity to visit some of these clubs, now is your chance! 

Make your own hotel reservations.  Fairfield Inn & Suites is offering a special rate of $75 plus tax for 

MBIYC members, for a King or Double Queen accommodation. Tell them you are with MBIYC.  

Fairfield Inn & Suites in Toledo, Ohio ð 419-725-0050. 

Reservations must be made by January 23, 2009 to take advantage of this special rate. 

 

Appetizer party  - Fairfield Inn - Beginning at 5:30 P.M. on Friday February 6 

Be sure to bring your swimming suit for the Friday night òPool Partyó 

 

Lunch at Maumee River Yacht Club by Manhattanõs Restaurant 

 $8.72 per person includes tax and gratuity 

 

Dinner at Toledo Yacht Club by Chef Marcel Fine Catering 

$25 per person includes tax and gratuity  

Entertainment by Indigo Blue - 7:00 to 11:00 P.M. 

Transportation is provided for the entire day of activities.  The òCruise Busó will arrive back at Fairfield 

Inn at 3:45 and leave for Jolly Roger Sailing Club at 5:15 for appetizers and cocktails.  You may join the 

bus at this time if you were not able to be with us for the entire day. 

The òCruise Busó will leave JRSC at 6:30 arriving at Toledo Yacht Club at 7:00 for the evening. 

The òCruise Busó will leave Fairfield Inn at 10:15 A.M. and at 3:45 P.M.  You may join either time. 

The òCruise Busó will leave Toledo Yacht Club for Fairfield Inn at 9:45 P.M, 10:30 PM and 11:10 P.M. 

 

Reservations are a must! 

Mail your check for lunch and dinner to:  

Becky and Barry Vincent 1401 W. Erie Rd, Temperance, MI 48182 

Lunch $8.72 per person and Dinner $25.00 per person ð these prices include tax and gratuity. 

Beckyõs cell: 419-215-6162 - Barryõs cell: 419-349-2512 - home: 734-847-7010  

Email: beckyvincent@bex.net 

If you are a member of both MBIYC and TSC or MRYC, please let us know. 

 

Larry Ohler 

Commodore 

419.937.2047 

commodore@mbiyc.com 

Gil Root 

Vice Commodore 

419.332.2911 

vice_commodore@mbiyc.com 

Dora Dirrman 

Rear Commodore 

419.433.8483 

rear_commodore@mbiyc.com 

Donna Markey 

Recording Secretary 

419-294-1404  

secretary@mbiyc.com 

Kaye Soka 

Treasurer/I-LYA  

419-472-3845 

treasurer@mbiyc.com 

John Wierzchowski 

Staff Commodore 

330.995.6088 

staff_commodore@mbiyc.com 

Becky and Barry Vincent  

Entertainment 

734-847-7010  

entertainment@mbiyc.com 

Tim & Elaine Dembinski  

Ships Store 

ships_store@mbiyc.com 

Stan & Debbie Porter 

Newsletter  

859-356-0620 

newsletter@mbiyc.com 

John Wierzchowski 

Website 

330-995-6088 

Webmaster@mbiyc.com 

Ralph & Kim Renniger 

Yearbook@mbiyc.com 

Mike Zavasnik 

GCBA Delegate  
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Dates Event Location 

February 6-7, 2009 2009 Land Cruise Club Crawl Toledo, OH 

May 23, 2009 Memorial Day Picnic TBD 

June 19-21, 2009  June Cruise Port Clinton Yacht Club 

Port Clinton OH 

July 4, 2009 Independence Day Picnic MBIYC 

July, 2009 July Cruise TBD 

August, 2009 August Cruise TBD 

Kelley's Island OH 

September 5, 2009 Labor Day Picnic 

Annual Meeting 

MBIYC 

Becky and Barry Vincent  

Entertainment Chairpersons 

Tel:    734-847-7010  

E-mail: entertainment@mbiyc.com 

Stan & Debbie PorterñEditors 

newsletter@mbiyc.com 

WELCOME ABOARD! 

41°40.544'N  082°48.342'W  

Web: www.mbiyc.com 

Middle Bass Yacht Club 
P.O. Box 81 
Middle Bass Island, Ohio 43446 
Phone: 419-285-9971 

The Grapevine is published 4ñ6 times 

per year as necessary. Articles and 

advertising deadlines are the 15th of 

the preceding month. 

Advertising is available to club members 

at a rate of $10.00 per business card 

size (3.5ó X 2ó) space. 

MBIYC Schedule of Events 

 


