
It’s hard to 

believe that 

it’s boating 

season al-

ready.  

“Forward 

Motion” is 

scheduled to 

launch on March 29th. It’s been 

a busy winter. The ILYA winter 

party was lots of fun. Kaye and 

Ron Soka hosted the MBIYC 

hospitality room, and many of 

our members attended the event. 

The next day, we had our annual 

officers and directors meeting to 

establish our budget and make 

plans for the 2007 season.  

Club opening date is scheduled 

for Saturday May 5th, with a rain 

date of May 12th.  Please plan to 

attend.   It’s a great way to meet 

your fellow Club members and 

start the new season.  

The 2007 Land Cruise was a 

blast! Rodney and Joanne 

Brown did an outstanding job. 

We had a great turnout. Check 

out the pictures on the website 

at www.mbiyc.com. 

The State of Ohio plans to close 

the Marina for one year just 

after Labor Day this year and 

begin construction of a new 

“state of the art” marina. Their 

plans include docks for MBIYC 

as well as land for us to develop 

and possibly build a clubhouse, 

bath/shower house, and much 

more.  

We have included a question-

naire in this newsletter to find 

out what our members would 

like to see happen with the new 

marina. Please log onto 

www.mbiyc.com to voice your 

opinion, or cut the survey from 

this newsletter and mail it in.  

We have been holding meetings 

with representatives from the 

State of Ohio concerning our 

participation in the development 

of the new park and marina, and 

we need your input so that we 

can lay  ground work to build a 

club that meets our members’ 

needs. 

Stan & Debbie Porter have 

agreed to take over as the 

Grapevine editor. Thanks for 

your support, and many thanks 

to Jack Pesti for all of his hard 

work on the Newsletter.  

Tim and Elaine Dembinski have 

volunteered to take over the 

Ships Store. Judging by their 

performance at the Land Cruise, 

buying MBIYC apparel should 

be quite entertaining. 

Ralph Renninger has taken on 

the task of Yearbook Chair. 

Thank you Ralph. 

John Weirzchowski has agreed 

to Chair the newly formed Rules 

Committee to update our consti-

tution and by-laws to reflect our 

present status and to facilitate 

our future development. 

Hope to see you at the club 

opening. If you have any sug-

gestions or questions that I can 

help with, please e-mail me at: 

commodore@mbiyc.com.   I 

appreciate your input. Here’s to 

a safe and enjoyable 2007 boat-

ing season! 

Commodore’s Corner      Scott Forward 

Vice Commodore     John Wierzchowski 

The 2007 sea-

son is almost 

upon us. One 

more summer 

to enjoy the 

original Club.  

Membership 

renewal is over and I want to 

thank each member for remain-

ing a part of MBIYC for another 

year. I believe we retained the 

vast majority of last year’s 

members. 

At this writing seasonal dock 

leasing is on-going with about 

80% of the dock rental fees col-

lected. Several members have 

opted to take a leave-of-absence 

for a year. This will enable sev-

eral members to lease a seasonal 

dock for the first time. I urge 

anyone offered a dock this sea-

son to accept it and enjoy this 

summer on the island before 

construction begins. 

The construction schedule re-

mains unsure at this time but if 

it goes as planned the State will 

begin digging the new entrance 

in July and close the marina in 

September.  Should the State 

decide to delay the construction, 

it will probably slip a full year 

with the new start date being 

July 2008. We just have to wait 

and see but (continued Page 3)   
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Beer Drinking Eti-

quette 

A recreational boater, a 

tugboat crewman, and 

an old salt sailor went 

into a bar and each 

ordered a beer. Each 

found a fly in their beer. 

(It must have been the 

special of the day).  

The recreational boater 

looked in his beer and 

said, "hey bartender I 

have a fly in my beer. 

Give me another beer."  

The tugboat crewman 

looked in his beer, found 

the fly, reached in an 

picked it out and contin-

ued drinking.  

The old salt sailor 

looked in his beer, saw 

the fly, grabbed it by the 

wings, shook it over the 

glass and yelled, "Spit it 

out, Spit it out!"  

We will keep you posted as to any 

changes or information concern-

ing the new marina. We are also 

hoping to have meetings and get-

togethers when the club is closed 

in 2008, so stay tuned for upcom-

ing information!  Please make 

sure you fill out the survey so we 

We have had several meetings 

concerning the New Marina and 

Club Facilities and hope all are 

looking forward to the new Ma-

rina. The following is a letter 

from the State Park Services to 

the Middle bass Island Residents 

concerning the upcoming pro-

ject: 

know what YOU want for the 

New Improved MBIYC! 

Secretary  Dora Dirrman  
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The following is a letter from the State Park Services to the Middle Bass Island residents concerning the 

upcoming project: 

To:  Middle Bass Island Residents,  

 Persons Interested in Middle Bass Island State Park Development 

Update on Middle Bass Island State Park 02/21/07 

With a new boating season approaching we wanted to give you an update as to where some things are re-

garding the Middle Bass Island State Park development:  A number of state and federal offices and agencies 

are involved in reviewing the marina project due in part to the impacts on the environment.  The review 

process re-quires time to address various issues of concern.  We have had success in being able to address 

these issues.  Items such as the endangered Lake Erie Water Snake, habitat for them and wetlands have 

been incorporated into the marina design from the beginning and confirmed by the review process.   This 

proves our system of constant evaluation works; however it was costly in manpower and time.   

There are still a number of variables to be worked out but we are aggressively pursuing them.  If we receive 

our permits in time, we can start construction on the new marina by the end of this boating season in 2007.   

We are confident that as a community we can work together to overcome obstacles.  Effort has been made to 

help bring members of our community together to discuss issues relative to the time the marina will be 

closed.  An island community meeting open house will be planned for this spring. 

Some of the update items are:   

¶ The permit for the Environmental Assessment should be received by the end of February 2007, after a 

lengthy delay due to wetland delineation. 

¶ The Army Corps of Engineers permit is currently being reviewed for signature by ODNR. 

¶ All permits should be received by the end of February. Although this is much later then anticipated we 

hope to be advertising for construction contracts this spring. 

¶ The first construction contract will include the new marina entrance and the marina basin.  This will 

allow the marina to stay open this season and reduce the work required in the following year. 

¶ The next step will be the marina construction followed by the docks, infrastructure and then buildings, 

sidewalks, etc. It is our intent to be closed only during the boating season of 2008. 

¶ ODNR is working on the final design including transient docks, accommodating existing Middle Bass 

Island Yacht Club, and accommodating seasonal docks. All slips currently include water and electric at 

dockside.  Rates have not been determined. 

In the spring we will be holding a community island meeting to show the layout and design of the new ma-

rina. 

Feel free to call or write to Lake Erie Island State Park, 4049 E. Moores Dock Rd. Port Clinton, Ohio 

43452, 419-797-4530, or www.ohiodnr.com/watercraft/ea/. 

Update on Middle Bass Island State Park 02/21/07  



MBIYC is an officially designated "Ohio Clean Marina"! 

Vice Commodore—Continued 
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THIS IS YOUR CHANCE TO TELL US WHAT YOU WANT FOR YOUR CLUB!  

(Please respond by 4/30/2007) 

With the upcoming construction of the new State Park Marina, the Board of Directors is asking your opin-

ion of what you want for your Club. Please take the time to give us your feedback. We can only guess at 

what you want unless you tell us. Please understand the questions are to get your opinion. Just because a 

subject is presented does not mean there are plans or even discussions to execute it. We have simply looked 

at what other club's have done when expanding and put the idea up for your input. 

Before answering the survey, please bring yourself up-to-date on the latest news by checking the 

http://www.mbiyc.com/StateParkConstruction.htm website pages. 

We have tried to keep these questions simple and to the point so the answers can be easily understood and 

tabulated. There is a place at the end of the survey to add your comments if you wish. 

Enter your last name and membership number for validation purposes. Your name will not be released with 

survey results. Please complete the survey only once to help us with accurate results. Multiple submissions 

or entries without matching names and membership numbers may be disregarded. We need to know it is our 

members answering the questions. 

This survey is on the website for you to complete electronically. It is preferred you complete the sur-

vey online if possible since the results will be tallied electronically making it much easier for us to re-

view your answers. Access the survey at: 

http://www.mbiyc.com/members_only/survey2007.htm 

However, if you are unable to take the survey online, please complete the copy on page 4 and 5, and 

mail it to:   

 KAYE SOKA  

 5573 GINGER TREE LANE 

 TOLEDO OH 43623 

The survey deadline is April 30, 2007. Results will be reported in the next Grapevine and on the website. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP! 

2007 Membership Survey 

we should know before the Club 

opens for the season what is going 

to happen. 

We have included a survey in this 

newsletter to assist in making 

decisions concerning the club that 

are in line with the desires of the 

members.  

Thank you in advance for your 

time taking this survey.  While 

your Officers and the Board of 

Directors try very hard to keep 

your best interests in mind 

throughout the decision making 

process, your input will prove 

invaluable in building the Club 

you desire. 

Your support through these 

changing and challenging times is 

appreciated and necessary. If eve-

ryone just sits back to see what 

happens, or worse, leaves the 

Club, then there won’t be much of 

a Club left.  Please think about 

volunteering your time and exper-

tise in the many areas needed.  

Contact any Officer or Board 

member and let them know you 

are ready to help. 

I look forward to seeing each and 

every one of you this season on 

the island.  My boat is Mystic 

Flight.  Please stop by and say 

hello anytime you see me in the 

marina. 

Middle Bass Island 

Yacht Club and State 

Docks today! 

2007 Land Cruise. 

 

"Of course itõs uncom-
fortable. ALL boat 
beds are uncomfort-

able." 

òWe may have all 
come on different 

ships, but we're in 
the same boat now.ó  
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Last Name:___________________________*required field  

MBIYC Membership Number: ______*required field  

1.  I have been a member of  MBIYC for ö1 year  ö2-5years  ö6-10 years  ömore than 10 

years. *required field  

2.  I plan to remain a member of MBIYC throughout the construction period and thereafter for  ö1 year  

ö2-5years  ö6-10 years ömore than 10 years  ö do not plan to renew my membership.  

3.  I currently visit the Club ö 0 times per year  ö1-3 times per year  ö4-6 times per year  ö7-9 times 

per year  ö10 or more times per year.  

4.  Following the new marina construction, I plan to visit the Club ö 0 times per year  ö1-3 times per year  

ö4-6 times per year  ö7-9 times per year  ö10 or more times per year.  

5.  I usually visit the Club öwith my boat  öon another memberôs boat  övia ferry or aircraft  öwhile living 

on the island  önever visited the Club.  

If the construction schedule progresses as planned, MBIYC and our marina will close shortly after Labor Day 

2007. Construction will continue throughout 2008 and the new marina plans to open in the spring of 2009.  

With the new marina, MBIYC is required to purchase new docks to State of Ohio specifications. Current infor-

mation indicates plans for a floating, hardwood surfaced, galvanized steel frame dock system with 8 foot wide 

piers and 4 foot wide finger docks of various lengths. All docks will have electricity and potable water.  

For the new Club grounds we are asking for approximately the same amount of land we currently lease. 

Planned construction includes restrooms, showers and some type of Clubhouse or member social facility. This 

may need to be built in phases over several years. Any new construction will need to be financed by MBIYC.  

MBIYC will continue to lease the land and water rights from the State of Ohio. The initial lease term should be 

25 years or greater. The Club will retain title to the docks and structures built or placed on the leasehold prop-

erty.  

Based on the above information:  

6.  I would support, use and help pay for the following Club amenities: (check all that apply)  

öRestrooms   öShowers   öPicnic Shelter House   öClubhouse   öBar   öPool 

öClub operated Shuttle Bus or Cart   öClub operated Ferry Service  öActivities Area  

öOutdoor Grills  

7.  Please rank, in order of importance to you, these eight Club amenities:  

(1=most important; 5=least important)  

Restrooms: ö1  ö2  ö3  ö4  ö5  öthis item is not needed  

Showers: ö1  ö2  ö3  ö4  ö5  öthis item is not needed  

Picnic Shelter House: ö1  ö2  ö3  ö4  ö5  öthis item is not needed  

Clubhouse: ö1  ö2  ö3  ö4  ö5  öthis item is not needed  

Bar: ö1  ö2  ö3  ö4  ö5  öthis item is not needed  

Pool: ö1  ö2  ö3  ö4  ö5  öthis item is not needed  

Club operated Shuttle Bus or Cart: ö1  ö2  ö3  ö4  ö5  öthis item is not needed  

Club operated Ferry Service: ö1  ö2  ö3  ö4  ö5  öthis item is not needed 

Activities Area: ö1  ö2  ö3  ö4  ö5  öthis item is not needed  

Outdoor Grills: ö1  ö2  ö3  ö4  ö5  öthis item is not needed  

8.  If building a new Clubhouse, I believe the Club should consider spending   öless than $50,000  

öbetween $50,000 & $100,000  öbetween $100,000 & $200,000  ö$200,000 & $300,000  ö$more 

than $300,000 to construct the facility.  

2007 MEMBERSHIP SURVEY  

Mail to:  KAYE SOKA  5573 GINGER TREE LANE TOLEDO, OH 43623 
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Based on your previous answers:  

9.  I would support annual dues of  ö$100 per year  öup to $200 per year  öup to $300 per year  öup to 

$400 per year  ömore than $400 per year.  

10.  I would consider investing in a Club issued bond with a rate of return typical of a bank CD to support 

the Club's reconstruction in the amount of   önot interested in investing  öless than $500  ö$500  

ö$1,000  ö2,000  ö$3,000  ö$4,000  ömore than $4,000  

with a term of  ö5 years  ö10 years  ö15 years  ö20 years  ögreater than 20 years.  

11.  I would support an assessment per member of  öno assessment  ö$100  ö$200  ö$300  ömore than 

$300  

per year for a period of  ö5 years  ö6  years  ö7 years  ö8 years  ö9 years  ö10 years  ömore than 

10 years.  

12.  The current member work fee of $25 per year should  öremain the same  öbe increased to $50  öbe 

increased to $75  öbe increased to $100  öbe increased to greater than $100  

and should require  öno minimum hours  ö4 hours  ö8 hours  ömore than 8 hours  

of work to waive the fee.  

13.  (If you are NOT interested in seasonal dockage, please go to questions 15)  

I am interested in seasonal leasing of a  ö30ô or less  ö31ô-35ô  ö36ô-40ô  ö41ô-45ô  ö46ô-50ô  ögreater 

than 50ô 

dock at MBIYC if the seasonal rate is  öless than $500  ö$500 -$599  ö$600 -$699  ö$700 -$799  

ö$800 -$899  ögreater than $900  önot interested.  

14.  I am currently a MBIYC Dock Holder.  

I am currently on the MBIYC Dock Waiting List.  

I would like to be added to the MBIYC Dock Waiting List at this time.  

When answering the next few questions, bear in mind the State is constructing substantial tran-

sient dockage.  

15.  I am  öinterested  önot interested in utilizing transient dockage at MBIYC.  

16.  The daily rental rate for MBIYC members should be  ö1 free day/night per season  ö2 free days/nights 

per season  ö$15  ö$20  ö$25  ö$30  öup to $1.00 per foot of dock ($30 for a 30ô dock)  öup to 

$1.50 per foot of dock  öup to $2.00 per foot of dock  öa rate equal to the current State Park rate.  

*(multiple selections OK)  

17.  On a scale of 1 -5 (1=very important; 5=not important) , how important do feel a dock reservation 

program would be for MBIYC members?  ö1  ö2  ö3  ö4  ö5 

Please feel free to expand on your answers or present new ideas here. THANK YOU FOR YOUR IN-

PUT AND SUPPORT!   

18.  I have the following suggestions/comments:  

 

Mail to:  KAYE SOKA  5573 GINGER TREE LANE TOLEDO, OH 43623 

2007 MEMBERSHIP SURVEY  
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added to our capital improve-

ments fund.  If you have any 

questions regarding the club’s 

finances, I hope you will feel free 

to contact me at the e-mail ad-

dress above. 

Along with the invoice for dues, 

there was a request for updated 

roster information.  All of those 

changes have been made to the 

database, and we now have e-mail 

addresses for 75% of our mem-

bers.  If you have changes during 

the year, please let the member-

ship chairman know at member-

ship@mbiyc.com.  

The 2007 membership renewal 

process is now complete, and over 

90% of our members have re-

newed.  All monies collected for 

dues and work hours have been 

deposited; some of those funds 

will be used for 2007 operations, 

and the remaining have been 

Treasurer Report  Kaye Soka 

The following international travel information is provided to aid boaters in planning border crossings. 

MBIYC assumes no responsibility for accuracy or currency. 

Regulations for crossing the border between the United States and Canada continue to evolve. Members are 

encouraged to visit the CBP website immediately before every crossing for the latest information. 

Following are some recommended website that contain pertinent information for boat operators: 

Documentation: Documents You Will Need to Enter the United States 

    http://www.customs.gov/xp/cgov/travel/vacation/kbyg/documents_needed.xml 

Know Before You Go 

    http://www.customs.gov/xp/cgov/travel/vacation/kbyg/ 

Travel Spotlight 

    http://www.customs.gov/xp/cgov/travel/ 

Arriving in Canada: Coming to Canada by Small Aircraft or Recreational Boat 

    http://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/E/pub/cp/rc4341/rc4341-e.html 

Telephone Reporting - Recreational Boaters 

    http://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/travel/canpass/privateboat-e.html 

CANPASS - Private Boats: Telephone Reporting 

    http://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/travel/canpass/canpassprivateboat-e.html 

Arriving in the United States: Pleasure Boats & Private Flyers 

    http://www.customs.gov/xp/cgov/travel/pleasure_boats/ 

Canadian Border Boat Landing Program, I-68 Permit Program (CBBL) 

    http://www.customs.gov/xp/cgov/travel/pleasure_boats/cbbl.xml 

Reporting Requirements for Pleasure Boat Operators 

    http://www.customs.gov/xp/cgov/travel/pleasure_boats/reporting_requirements_pleasure_boat.xml 

Pleasure Boat Reporting Requirements 

http://www.customs.gov/xp/cgov/newsroom/news_releases/archives/2004_press_releases/062004/06072004

.xml 

User Fee Decals  

    http://www.customs.gov/xp/cgov/travel/pleasure_boats/user_fee/user_fee_decal.xml 

Border Crossing 

Indubitably My Good 
Watson, Pass the 

Bate! 
 

Sherlock Holmes and 
Matthew Watson 

were on a fishing trip. 
They had gone night 

fishing and were lying 
on the deck, lines in 
the water looking up 

at the sky. Holmes 
said, "Watson, look 

up. What do you 
see? "Well, I see 

thousands of stars." 
"And what does that 

mean to you?" "Well, 
I guess it means we 

will have another nice 
day tomorrow. What 
does it mean to you, 

Holmes?" "Well, to 
me, it means some-
one has stolen our 

bimini top!"  
 

 

Original painting presented 
to Staff Commodore Mike 
Stewart by artist Dale War-
ren at the 2007 Land-

Cruise.  



 

The I-LYA Spring Meeting 

will be held Friday, March 

30, through Sunday, April 1, 

2007, at the Holiday Inn 

French Quarter, Perrysburg, 

OH.  Friday evening is set 

aside for casual socializing in 

the various Hospitality 

Rooms that will be available.   

Saturday is a day of meetings 

for the committees of the I-

LYA Bay Weeks events, cul-

minating with the I-LYA Gen-

eral Meeting in the late after-

noon and followed with a ban-

quet in the evening. 

Although only delegates can 

vote, any interested member of 

affiliated yacht clubs are wel-

come at these meetings and 

their input is appreciated.  So 

if you are interested in becom-

ing involved in I-LYA, come 

for any or all of these activi-

ties. 

More information is available 

at www.i-lya.com. 

Interested parties should contact the Commo-

dore to arrange a visit to inspect the docks. 

MBIYC intends to negotiate with interested 

parties for a contract price. Docks will become 

I-LYA  Kaye Soka 

Officers 
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We look forward to meeting all of you soon on 

the Island! 

JOHN  &  RUTHIE  CAPUTO  

PORT CLINTON, OH 

 

CHUCK  &  SANDY  DALE  

FINDLAY, OH 

 

WILLIAM P. FIEGER 

COLUMBUS, OH 

 

THOMAS A.  &  WYNNE  KENAT  

 MEDINA, OH 

 

RAYMOND T.  &  KAREN  KONKO 

N RIDGEVILLE, OH 

 

Our membership now stands at 355. The club 

will be opening again soon for the 2007 boat-

ing season. I encourage everyone to participate 

as much as possible with the upkeep and the 

events that are held both at the club and various 

other locations. Remember, all the work to 

keep this club vibrant, active, and in order is 

done by volunteers! Check with our Dockmas-

ter ,Judy Hill, when you visit the club to find 

out what things need to be done there or with 

any of the committee chairs to see if they need 

any assistance. Don’t forget to record your 

work in the book that Judy keeps in her office; 

that is the only way to get the credit your are 

due for your efforts. 

Also, please take a little time to fill out the 

member survey. This is our chance to give im-

portant input to the Officers and Board to help 

them chart a course for the future of our club. 

I am looking forward to seeing you all out at 

the club. Enjoy a safe and happy boating sea-

son! 

By James Franchello  

Welcome Aboard New Members!  
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All docks currently installed at MBIYC are FOR SALE! 

available for relocation upon the closing of the 

marina by the State of Ohio currently scheduled 

for fall of 2007. 

Treasurer Report  Kaye Soka 

Just a reminder as we ap-

proach our busy season that 

any expenses for club activi-

ties need to be turned in to 

me.  Attach your invoices to 

a completed expense report 

(available on the website).  In 

order to keep the budget on an 

even keel, be sure to have the 

approval of the appropriate 

committee chair before you 

incur any expense.   

Thank you. 

Kaye Soka 

treasurer@mbiyc.com 

 

Scott Forward 

Commodore 

614 313 3194  

commodore@mbiyc.com 

John Wierzchowski 

Vice Commodore 

330-995-6088 

Vice_commodore@mbiyc.com 

Larry Ohler 

Rear Commodore 

419-937-2047 

Rear_commodore@mbiyc.com 

Kaye Soka 

Treasurer 

419-472-3845 

treasurer@mbiyc.com 

Dora Dirrman  

Recording Secretary 

330-650-4465 

secretary@mbiyc.com 

James Franchello 

Membership 

740-587-3919 

membership@mbiyc.com 

Joanne & Rodney Brown 

Entertainment 

330-483-8000 

entertainment@mbiyc.com 

Tim & Elaine Dembinski  

Ships Store 

ships_store@mbiyc.com 

James Osenbaugh 

Groundskeeper 

419-8369995 

groundskeeper@mbiyc.com 

Stan & Debbie Porter 

Newsletter  

859-356-0620 

newsletter@mbiyc.com 

John Wierzchowski 

Website 

330-995-6088 

Webmaster@mbiyc.com 

Judy Hill 

Dockmaster 

Channel 69 

419-285-9971 MBIYC 
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March 30— April 1, 2007 The I-LYA Spring Meeting 2007, at the  Holiday Inn French Quarter,  

Perrysburg, OH.   

May 5, 2007 Opening Day MBIYC  

May 26, 2007 Memorial Day Picnic MBIYC  

May 26, 2007 Vessel Safety Inspections MBIYC  

June 30, 2007 Independence Day Picnic MBIYC  

June 22-24. 2007 MBIYC June Cruise Toledo Yacht Club 

Toledo Yacht Club Toledo OH  

TBA MBIYC July Cruise TBA 

August 10-12, 2007 MBIYC August Cruise Leamington Municipal Marina 

Leamington ON, Canada  Leamington ON  

Pirates Bounty Weekend  

September 1, 2007 Annual Meeting/Labor Day Picnic MBIYC  

TBA Closing Day MBIYC  

Joanne & Rodney Brown 

Entertainment Chairpersons 

Tel:    330.483.8000 

E-mail: entertainment@mbiyc.com 

Stan & Debbie PorterñEditors 

newsletter@mbiyc.com 

WELCOME ABOARD! 

41°40.544'N  082°48.342'W  

Web: www.mbiyc.com 

PO Box 81 

Middle Bass Island, OH 43446 

Phone: 419.285.9971 

MBIYC Schedule of Events 

The Grapevine is published four to 
six times per year as necessary. 
Articles and advertising deadlines 
are the 15th of the preceding 
month. 
Advertising is available to club 
members at a rate of $10.00 per 
business card (3.5òx2ò) 
space. 

 


