The Grapevine

Volume 19 Issue 2
May 2008

The Grapevine

Official newsletter of the Middle Bass Island Yacht Club

Commodore’s Corner

John Wierzchowski

News
Toledo YC Cruise

Port Clinton YC Cruise
Put N Bay YC Cruise
Commodore’s Cruise

State Dock Update

Inside this issue:

Well, |
waited as
long as |
could to
write this
article
hoping
some new
news
would
break. But the newsletter must go

b
v

out so everyone can get their sum-

mer planned for some major fun,
even with our Club shutdown.

What | am talking about is news
from the State of Ohio. Several
weeks ago your lease committee
had reached an agreement with

the State on all but a few issues in

our new long-term lease. At that
time we were advised the lease
document was being sent to legal
for review. Unfortunately, that was
the last we have heard for some
time now. However, confidence is
high that this is just the way of
things in Columbus. Government

never moves as fast as you want it

to. | am sure we will soon com-
plete the lease and continue to
move forward building our new
Club.

Another item moving slowly is the
State’s release of the dock con-
tract for public bid. Word is that it
will soon go out. Better late that

Vice Commodore Larry Ohler

never.

Rumors abound as to the state of
the current marina construction
project, and | can only caution all
to try and keep the rumors to a
minimum and only pass on news
that has been confirmed. It is my
understanding that construction
will resume on the island as soon
as possible due to weather, possi-
bly as soon as next week.

Cindy and | made it through the
winter satisfactorily with good
vacation in February to the Do-
minican Republic and a quick
business/vacation trip to Florida
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Greetings to all our friends both
old and new from Middle Bass
Island Yacht Club. | hope winter
has treated you well and hope
that you are looking forward to
another season of fun with the
cRib. rRE)dney and Joann putona
fabulous land cruise and if you
missed it, you missed a great
time. They have many activities
planned for the summer months
to keep us together while we are
HOMELESS so be sure to get your
reservations in asap. The forms
are available on the website.

There is nothing really new from
the state but we have been as-
sured by Scott Doty that everything
is on schedule. As Vice Commo-
dore, | am Chairman of the Dock
Committee so | can tell you this
about our docks for the 2008 sea-
son--At this time we have none
available since the club is closed.

Just another thought. When talking
to your boating friends ask them if
they'd like to join us, and also re-
member past members can rein-
state without paying initiating fees

Entertainment Rodney & Joanne Brown

if they do it in 2008.

The club has gone thru many
changes in the past and will con-
tinue to grow with everyone's
input. No matter where we meet,
the members “ARE THE CLUB” so
become active and help us re-
main united. In closing, until |
see you in person, have a great
and safe launch. See you in
Toledo for Memorial Day.

Respectfully,
Larry Ohler

Ahoy all ye anxious boaters!

This years Land Cruise was a
great success. We had another
good turnout and some great cos-
tumes. Be sure to check out the
website for the pictures. We would
like to thank the following for their
donations of gifts and/or time:
Boat U.S. / West Marine, Kim
Renninger, Cindy Wierzchowski

and Rachelle Freed. | would also

like to give a special thanks to my

niece, Rachel Brown, who made

up the refrigerator magnets/name
tags for everyone using pictures of

their boats.

The Memorial Day Picnic this year

will be held at the Toledo (cont.)
Yacht Club from Friday, May 23
through Monday, May 26. Feel

free to come by land or by sea. If
coming by sea you will need to
send in a reservation form along
with your $25.00 deposit. Plenty
of dockage will be available. You
will find all the details in Kaye
Soka’s article in this newsletter.

If you aren’t busy June 13 thru

Continued




Page

Commodore’s Corner

(continued)

The Grapevi

Commodored

Don't forget about this
summer's
Commodore's Cruise. If
you are interested in
joining us, get in
contact with me. You
can sign-up on the

in March where we watched a shut-
tle launch and spent some quality
time with the Weisenbach’s and
Uland’s. We worked all winter, and

Sthe éofatlpif tlge évater last week.

This week we made it to the early
bird party at Kelley’s, despite winds
that required three tries to over-
come while docking there.

Now I'm finishing getting her ready
for the cruise to Toledo Yacht Club
in May and points beyond. We cer-
tainly expect to see many of you
throughout the summer. Many are
working hard to put together sev-
eral great opportunities for cruising
and fun. Many of our affiliated
yacht clubs have offered help and
places to visit this summer. Please

Rear Commodore Gil Root

take a good look in this issue and
make your plans to join us this
summer.

| promise to keep all informed with
breaking news on the website as
soon as it becomes available. Until

John Wierzchowski
Commodore

website and see who
else is going. We are
now in the process of
finalizing the itinerary
and would like to
involve all who plan to
go. We need to a boat
count for advance
reservations.

From the Staff
Commodore - Scott

Welcome to spring, it was a long
winter and hope everyone is look-
ing forward to getting back to the
Lake and a fun filled summer of
boating. We have a lot of cruises
lined up for the season. Make
sure to check MBIYC.COM often
for the latest updates.

Welcome to all new members, we
welcome your interest and look
forward to meeting you and be-

coming active in the club.

Just an update on the June
cruises in to Port Clinton Yacht
Club. There are a lot of things to
do - swimming pool, tennis courts,
beach, clubhouse and bar. Res-
taurants are within walking dis-
tant. If you want to take a ride up
the river, bring your inflatable. Our
Vice Commodore is leading the
river cruise to Nugent’s Canal and

NO PETS ALLOWED AT PCYC.

Cruise to Toledo Yacht Club

beyond. Friday eve we’ll have our
welcome aboard party, Saturday
morning continental breakfast
and Saturday evening a bring your
own meat cookout. Sunday is the
Fathers Day brunch at the club-
house. Hope to see a good turn
out for this event.

Yours in boating

Gil Root

Forward

| want to thank the
officers and
membership for the
beautiful painting of
Lonz Winery that |
received as a
gift. Dale Warren, the
artist, did a fantastic
job and it looks great
over our mantle. It
has been my pleasure
to serve the club and
again, thank you for
the painting and all the
support that | received
while in office.

Middle Bass Island Yacht Club
Cruise to Toledo Yacht Club

Opening of the Port Festivities.
Memorial Day Weekend Friday,
May 23-Monday, May 26, 2008

Each year the Four Clubs (Toledo
Yacht Club, Bay View Yacht Club,
Toledo Sailing Club and Maumee

River Yacht Club) conduct Opening

of the Port ceremonies on the
Saturday of Memorial Day week-
end. This ceremony and the ac-
companying activities include not
only the officers and members of
the Four Clubs, but also those of
all Associated Yacht Club’s 30+
clubs.

This year, the Toledo Yacht Club
has invited MBIYC to join them for
our first cruise of the year.

The festivities will begin with a
MBIYC/TYC cocktail party on Fri-
day evening. If you’re still hungry,
the TYC dining room will be open

for dinner. BVYC will have enter-
tainment that evening.

The opening ceremony on Satur-
day, held on the TYC commons, is
a beautiful way to begin the sea-
son with several hundred club
officers surrounding the flag pole
dressed in their summer whites.

After the ceremony, you can either
stay at TYC or go to MRYC by car
or boat. There will be dinner and
entertainment at each place.

On Sunday morning, MBIYC mem-
bers will meet again at the pavil-
ion for Bloody Marys, so bring your
favorite concoction. Rumor has it
there will be prizes for the winner.
Brunch will be served at TYC.

For those who choose to stay,
there is TYC's traditional Memorial
Day ceremony with flyover on
Monday morning, followed by a
cook-out.

The TYC Board has approved a

reduced dock fee for MBIYC mem-
bers for this special weekend if
you choose to come by boat. If you
come by car and wish to stay one
or more evenings, contact infor-
mation on two nearby motels is
shown below.

To make reservations, or for any
questions, contact Ron or Kaye
Soka or the yacht club manager.

Toledo Yacht Club
3900 N. Summit Street
Toledo, OH 43611
Ofc: 419-726-3485 x200
Office Manager: Kris Henninger

Cruise Contacts:
Ron Soka 419 297-6663
Kaye Soka 419 297-6667
Schedule Pg 3
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Cruise to Toledo Yacht Club

Schedule of Events
Friday, May 23, 2008
TYC/MBIYC

Pavilion Cocktail Party - Beer and wine provided, bring an
hors d’oeuvres

6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Dinner in Toledo Yacht Club Dining Room
Serving from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Bay View Yacht Club (adjacent to TYC)

Evening Entertainment
Saturday, May 24
9:00 a.m. -10:00 a.m.
TYC Breakfast Buffet
Serving from 8:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Opening of the Port
Flag Ceremony - 1:00 p.m.
Maumee River Boat Parade to MRYC
Toledo Yacht Club Restaurant
Serving 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Entertainment or
MRYC - Steak Roast and Party
Sunday, May 25
MBIYC Bloody Mary Contest
TYC Brunch - serving from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Monday, May 26
Toledo Yacht Club Memorial Day Service
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
TYC Patio Cookout served from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Games on the Commons and Den Bar

Directions by Land:
I-75 N through Toledo towards Detroit
Exit Ottawa River Road
Right (South) at first light (Suder Ave)

Left (East) at first Stop Sign (Manhattan)
Right (North) at Stop Sign (Summit), %2 mile
Right (East) at TYC/Coast Guard/BVYC Entrance
Follow road (keep right) to TYC gate

Directions by Sea:
West to Toledo Harbor Light
Toledo Harbor Channel (Range 240°)
TYC Entrance (R50) at the Coast Guard Station
Latitude: 041° 41’ 35" N
Longitude: 083° 28 32" W
VHF: Channel 69

Nearby Accommodations (within a few minutes of TYC):

Fairfield Inn & Suites North
5865 Benore Rd.
Toledo, Ohio 43612
419-725-0050

Comfort Inn North
445 E. Alexis Rd.
Toledo, Ohio 43612
419-476-0170
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Entertainment Rodney & Joanne Brown (continued)

Thank You

Many of you made
contributions to the
Cancer Society in

Judy 06 s Thank m

you so much for your
thoughtfulness.

Brant Hill

MBI Fire Department

The MBI Fire Depart-
ment is having a
pancake breakfast
fundraiser on June
21 from 8:00am to
2:00pm at the MBI
town hall. The MBIYC
will be matching the
money raised up to
$2500. We may save
the donated money
in insurance fees if
the Fire Department
can upgrade its rat-
ing with new equip-
ment and training.
The club is having an
anchor out at MBI
June 20-22. This is a
great opportunity to
support the MBI Fire
Department, and
have some fun on

MBI

11

15 join our Rear Commodore,

Gil Root, for a Father's Day Week-
end Cruise to Port Clinton Yacht
Club. They have a swimming pool,
tennis courts, club house & bar
and BBQ grill. On Father’s Day
Sunday they will be having a Fa-
ther’s Day brunch. Gil Root will be
providing us with further details.
Just a reminder—no pets are al-
lowed at PCYC.

The 4 of July Picnic will be held on
- Saturday, July 5 at the Put-In-Bay
Yacht Club as a combined event
with the Put-In-Bay Yacht Club. We
presently have 20 docks reserved
at Miller’'s Marina and several at
the Put-In-Yacht Club. As of now,
to secure a dock you will need to
arrive and dock for minimum of
two nights (Friday, July 4 and Sat-
urday, July 5). If this changes we
will let you know. Thirteen of the
Miller,s Marina docks are re-
served - only seven left (plus the
few at PIBYC). If you receive con-
formation from us that you will be
getting a dock at Miller’s; you can
then contact Millers Marina di-
rectly to reserve additional eve-

I-LYA Spring Meeting

nings. No reservation needed if
coming by land or staying at an-
other marina. Due to limited
space, docks will be given out by
first reservations received.

Also, back by popular demand, we
will be going back to Leamington
for Pirates weekend August 8 thru
10. This is one cruise you don’t
want to miss. Grab your favorite
wench and don your best Pirate
costume as we will be giving out
the coveted MBIYC trophy for best
costume and best decorated boat.
Leamington Marina will be giving
out trophies also. Check out up-
coming newsletters and the web-
site for more details. Leamington
Marina’s website is

www.leamington.ca/marina

Labor Day Picnic and Annual
Meeting will be held on Saturday
August 30 at the Huron Boat Ba-
sin. The annual Meeting and Elec-
tion of Officers and Directors will
be at 12:00pm and the Labor Day
Picnic will begin at 1:00pm. Itis
important that you get your reser-
vation in ASAP for this one also.
Dockage is limited and will be

given out according to when your
reservation was received. We do
have 48 docks reserved for
Huron. No reservation needed if
coming by land.

We must have a separate check
and reservation form for each
cruise. Also, it is very important
that you specify which nights that
you will need a dock.

Don’t forget about the Commo-
dore’s Cruise July 12 thru July 27.
Contact Commodore John Wierz-
chowski directly for more informa-
tion or check the website.

For the 2008 boating season we
will present you with plenty of
places to go and things to do as a
club. In the works are - a family
day at Kelleys Island and a Pelee
Island weekend - anyone inter-
ested in hosting a cruise or just
assisting in setting one up please
feel free to contact us. Be sure to
keep checking the website for
important information, changes
and updates on additional cruises
that come up between newslet-
ters.

Ron & | attended the I-LYA Spring
meeting the first weekend of April.

At this meeting, the various commit-

tees put together final plans for the
I-LYA Regattas at Put-in-Bay. Atthe

meeting it was announced that GMC

will again be the title sponsor, and
West Marine and La-Z-Boy continue
as major contributors. Please sup-
port these fine organizations when

possible.

The regatta schedule for 2008 is
as follows: Junior Sail, July 13-17;
Power July 30-August 3; Senior Sail
August 2-6. All events require pre-
registration. Refer to the I-LYA
website at www.i-lya.com for more
information and registration in-
structions.

Treasurer’s Report Kaye Soka

The I-LYA yearbooks will be avail-
able mid to late May. MBIYC
members can pick one up at any
of our summer cruises.

I-LYA
Kaye Soka, Delegate

Treasurer's Report

MBIYC ended the 2007 fiscal year
with a savings account which will
serve us well as we embark on our
dock and club facilities project. In
addition, our recent membership
renewal period proved to be very
successful with 90% of the mem-
bers renewing and 20 former mem-
bers reinstating their member-
ships. There is no doubt

that ongoing strong member-

ship numbers are key to the finan-
cial success of the new

MBIYC. Our significant building
fund and healthy membership
numbers will be major factors in
successfully financing the new
docks and clubhouse.

The results of the member survey

taken last year showed that a ma-
jority of the respondents would

consider the purchase of club-
issued, interest-bearing bonds as
part of the financing of the new
facilities. In the near future you
will be receiving information on
this bond program. Please give it
your thoughtful consideration.
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Officers

Hello to all:

Just a quick update on a few items regarding
the Middle Bass Island State Park Development.

Construction: Although the winter ice conditions
did not let our contractor back on the island as
quick as we had hoped, we are still well within
our timelines of when we had expected things to
get started back up. In 2 or 3 weeks we should
be seeing our contractor there starting our next
step in the marina basin project. This will in-
clude some things like:

Finishing the snake fence
Brush clearing

Checking on the status of things left in the
fall

The construction effort is being staged to try
and minimize the time the marina basin is
closed. There will be a lot of work to be done
once we get started. Based on everyone’s
wishes to minimize the time the marina basin
will be closed, the contractor will be working
some longer days possibly 10 - 12 hour days as
well as maybe 6 workday weeks. This is of
course weather permitting and the equipment is
working.

Things you can do to help us:

REMINDER - any vehicles in the marina area
and in the field lot by the old runway needs to
be moved out by April 14th. | know | have
stated this before, but if there are any left
please help with getting the word out.

| have been told by the contractor that as we
start into construction this year the boats that
“docked” in the old channel entrance will be a
problem. Please do not dock your boats in this
entry area. Itis going to be used for the barges
moving equipment in and out as well as materi-
als. Any boats tied up to this area will be towed
at the owner’s expense.

At this time we do not have any accommoda-
tions for docking the “state boat” when it comes
over for engineering / project updates. | would
be interested if anyone may know of somewhere
we may ask permission of for short term tie up
privileges. If you do would you please let me
know who | may contact. This will help tremen-
dously in being able to get project engineers over
to do updates with the contractors.

The Rumor-Mill seems to be alive and well. One
of the latest items is the project is running out of
funds. This is not the case. As | have been
asked to explain for the Sandusky Register - All
projects have a budget. We build our projects of
this magnitude in phases. The budgeted amount
at this time for the project is being appropriated
as various parts of this phase of construction are
contracted out. There is more work we want to
do as we build the marina. Some things will be
considered as part of the next phase of construc-
tion.

We are planning on having some construction
open house updates on the island this spring and
summer as the project progresses. Although this
is in the idea stage at this time it is hoped that
we can plan some dates when our planning team
will be on the island and available to show you
the plans and answer questions regarding the
progression of the project. As we get a schedule
planned and dates set up we will put the informa-
tion out for everyone to know in advance.

As always | invite questions or comments back. |
will get answers to questions you may have.

Thank You,

Scott Doty
Regional Park Manager, Lake Erie Islands

Catawba.Parks@dnr.State.oh.us

"My experience with engines is that if you de-
pend on them they fail you, but if it just doesn't
matter, they serve you."

-Frank Wightman

"He was now convinced that the most valuable
sail on board was the diesel."
-Ray Kauffman
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Middle Bass Island Yacht Club
P.O. Box 81

Middle Bass Island, Ohio 43446
Phone: 419-285-9971

Stan & Debbie Porter—Editors
newsletter@mbiyc.com

The Grapevine is published 4—6 times
per year as necessary. Articles and
advertising deadlines are the 15th of
the preceding month.

Advertising is available to club members
at a rate of $10.00 per business card
size (3.5” X 2”) space.

WELCOME ABOARD!
41°40.544'N 082°48.342'W

Web: www.mbiyc.com

MBIYC Schedule of Events

February 2224, 2008 2008 Land Cruise Lyman Harbor
Sandusky, OH
May 26, 2008 Memorial Day Picnic Toledo Yacht Club
May 23 26 Toledo, OH
June 1315, 2008 June Cruise Fathers Day Port Clinton Yacht Club
Port Clinton, OH
July 5, 2008 Independence Day Picnic PIBYC
Putin-Bay, OH
July 1227, 2008 Commodor eds Cr ui sNorth Channel
August 810, 2008 August Cruise Leamington Muncipal Marina
Pirates Weekend Leamington, OH
August 29, 2008 thru Labor Day Weekend Crui Huron Boat Basin
abor Day Weekend Cruise
September 1, 2008 Yy Huron, OH
. Huron Boat Basin
August 30, 2008 MBIYC Annual Meeting Huron, OH

Joanne & Rodney Brown
Entertainment Chairpersons

Tel: 330.483.8000

E-mail: entertainment@mbiyc.com




