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As the MBI State Park marina 

moves forward into the 

construction phase many 

important decisions need to be 

made to keep MBIYC moving 

forward with our plans as well. 

First, current news: The State has 

announced they will put the 

marina dock contract out for bid 

on June 17th. The bid process 

goes on for 30 days with a bid 

opening on or about July 17th. 

From there they will announce the 

apparent winning contractor in 

about a week. Then it will take 

about 60 days to actually issue a 

contract. That means the 

contractor will get a notice to 

proceed near the end of 

September. This still should be in 

time for docks to be produced 

over the winter and then be 

installed in phases starting in the 

spring of 2009. The latest 

announcement from the State 

indicates they still plan to have 

useable dockage in place 

sometime in June or July of 2009. 

You can keep up-to-date on the 

state’s announcements on the 

website. I post them as quickly as 

I can after they are received. 

What all this means to us is that 

sometime in July we will know how 

much the docks are actually going 

to cost and the name of the 

winning contractor. This will allow 

us to negotiate with the contractor 

for the purchase of our dock. We 

are not required to purchase from 

the state’s contractor but we 

currently believe it would be in our 

best interest to do so. The state 

has told us that if we choose a 

different contractor that our 

construction cannot take place 

during their construction in order 

to avoid conflicts between two 

separate contractors. We hope 

that by doing business with the 

same contractor it may be 

possible to get our work done in 

concert with the state’s work. 

We’ll see how this plays out over 

time. 

Work continues in finalizing the 

lease documents. Currently the 

state’s legal advisors are 

reviewing the proposed lease. 

Hopefully we will soon have a 

document we can sign. 

Now for the new items: We have 

to pay for all this. To start with, 

MBIYC currently has over 

$300,000 in our building fund. 

Having spoken to the bank, we 

know we can obtain a portion of 

the funds with commercial 

financing. Their lending 

requirements, however, are such 

that we need additional in-house 

funding to make the program work 

to our best interests. At a (cont)
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Official newsletter of the Middle Bass Island Yacht Club 

Ahoy mates!   

The 4th of July weekend 

event update: 

MBIYC has 20 docks reserved at 

Millers Marina and 5 at the PIBYC. 

PLEASE DO NOT CALL AND 

RESERVE DOCKS YOURSELF.  

Reservations for Millers and PIBYC 

will be made by us, based on the 

reservation checks we received 

based on postmark date.  You will 

receive a personal email or phone 

call from us by Friday June 20 

confirming your dock or if you are 

on the waiting list. Dockage is for 

a minimum of two nights (Friday, 

July 4th and Saturday, July 5th). If 

you plan on docking earlier than 

7/4, please call us immediately.  

We have been asked about 

staying additional nights, this 

should not be a problem at 

Millers, and you can make those 

arrangements on site after 

docking.  No reservation needed if 

coming by land or staying at 

another marina. 

MBIYC members will be able to 

access all PIBYC club facilities 

(showers, club house, etc.) during 

normal working hours.  Due to the 

fact that PIBYC holds a liquor 

license, all alcoholic beverages 

must be purchased from the club 

and must stay on the club 

grounds proper.  We have been 

advised from PIBYC that crossing 

the street to get to docks with 

open alcoholic beverages is illegal 

and can result in a monetary fine! 

Schedule of events for Friday July 

4 include: Happy Hour at PIBYC 

4pm to 6pm and dinner from 6 

pm to 8pm with a special dinner 

menu offering BBQ chicken, 

perch, burgers, corn, potato 

salad and baked beans.  All this 

followed by a front row seat to 

spectacular fireworks. 

Saturday July 5 will be the PIBYC 

Freedom Party. Kids and adult 

games start at 4 pm.  A pig roast 

is planned with dinner served at 

5 pm.  Our estimated cost at 

print time is $8 to $10 per adult 

and $5 per child.  Dinner will 

include a mashed potato bar 

with lots of yummy toppings, 

salad bar and dessert.  The Band 

28 Daze will be playing from 

7pm until 11pm for fun and 

dancing. We will also be  (cont)

Did you know MBIYC 

has a Boat US 

cooperative discount? 

Just enter MBIYC’s 

group number of 

GA82778Y when you 

signup or renew. 

See back cover for 

complete Events 

Schedule. 



The Grapevine Page 2 

Entertainment    (continued) 

having a 50/50 raffle. 

Family Day will be Saturday 

August 2, 2008 at East Harbor State 

Park in the Lakeview Pavilion.  (We were 

trying for Kelley's Island but the circus is 

coming during the week!) If you plan on 

coming by boat you need to contact the 

State park and make your own 

arrangements.  The pavilion is located right 

on the water but there is no docking near it.  

This location is easily accessible by car and 

there is plenty of parking.  We plan on kid 

friendly food, as in the past – and of course 

homemade ice cream and lots of games.  

Electric is available in the pavilion.  

Outhouses, a swimming beach and swing 

sets are all within walking distance.  Check 

our website for further updates. 

MBIYC’S  AUGUST CRUISE  

To LEAMINGTON, CANADA  

8/08 thru 8/10 

PIRATES COVE WEEKEND 

This goes out to all of you Pirates, 
Scallywags and Wenches. Get off your 
Booty and sign up for the Leamington 
Cruise or you will feel Blackbeardôs 
wrath! Upon arrival contact 
Leamington Municipal Marina on 
Channel 68.  Identify yourself as part 
of the MBIYC group and they will 

direct you to your dock.   

FRIDAY ï We have the picnic pavilion 
and grills reserved from 4 PM til10pm 
bring your favorite meat and a dish to 
share.     

SATURDAY- Leamington Marina will be 
having its annual Pirates Cove Costume 
contest starting at 2 PM.  Be in full 
costume and donôt forget to decorate your 
boat.  MBIYC will have its own contest for 
best decorated boat and best costume ï 
another chance for a coveted MBIYC 
trophy! 

We are still working on details for dinner 
for Saturday evening. Last year we had 
dinner at the steak roast that the Shriners 
hosted at the marina. We may do that 
again this year or secure transportation 
and have dinner at a local restaurant in 
town. 

We are also looking into another bus trip 
and winery tour either for lunch before the 
festivities at the Marina or set it up after 
the festivities and have dinner at the 
winery. Please check future newsletter 
and MBIYC website for complete details 
as we finalize them. Leamington Marina’s 

website is www.leamington.ca/marina 

SUNDAY ï Join us for a breakfast 
provided by the club.    

If you are interested in going you need to 
return a reservation form along with your 

25.00 check. Let us know if you will be 
coming for both nights or just Saturday.                                                                               

Labor Day Picnic and Annual 

Meeting will be held on Saturday 

August 30th at the Huron Boat Basin.  

Annual Meeting and Election of Officers and 

Directors will be at 12:00 PM and Labor 

Day Picnic will begin at 1:00 PM. We will be 

serving Prime Rib at the Picnic on Saturday. 

Please bring your favorite dish to share. The 

Coco Beano’s band will be playing at the 

Amphitheater and we will have the best 

seat in the house on our boats. It is 

important that you get your reservation in 

ASAP for this one also. Dockage is limited 

and will be given out according to when 

reservation was received. We do have 48 

docks reserved for Huron and half of those 

are reserved already. We are still working 

on the details for dinner and entertainment 

for Friday night. As always stay tuned to the 

website for latest updates.  

No reservation needed if coming 

by land. 

We must have a separate check and 

reservation form for each cruise. Also it is 

very important that you specify which nights 

that you will need a dock.  

If you stay Friday and Saturday you will get 

Sunday night free 

Nautically yours, 

Commodore’s Corner    (Continued) 

Board of Directors meeting on Memorial 

Day weekend, funding options were 

discussed and the decided course of action 

was to ask the membership to invest in the 

Club. Our survey last year indicated a 

majority of members are interested and 

would participate in this method of funding. 

(cont) 

MBIYC bonds will be available for purchase 

beginning July 1, 2008. This offering is to 

MBIYC members only and the proceeds will 

used to fund the construction and purchase 

of docks and club buildings. The minimum 

investment is $1,000 and additional bonds 

can be purchased in increments of $500. 

There is no cap on how much you can 

invest. The bonds will pay 5% simple 

interest and be issued for a ten-year term. 

The financial plan we have developed calls 

for the club to begin retiring the bonds after 

5 years at a rate of 20% per year. We plan 

to pay back the investments in the order in 

which they were issued (first-in-first-out) but 

the Board of Directors will have the ability 

to retire bonds out of order for special 

circumstances such as death of the 

member so an estate can be settled. This 

will be handled on a case-by-case basis. All 

bonds should be repaid by the end of the 

tenth year. Appropriate forms are being 

developed and will be placed on the 

website for download and included in a 

future edition of the newsletter. 

Our goal is to raise in excess of $300,000 

with this offering. That, together with the 

money we already have plus some 

commercial financing will cover the 

construction costs anticipated and allow 

the club to operate in the black for the 

duration of the lease. 

I ask all members to strongly consider this 

offer. With CD’s currently earning less than 

5%, you have the opportunity to earn a good 

return and help the Club expand. It should 

make this an easy decision. The sooner you 

make your purchase, the better for the 

Club’s negotiating position with the bank 

and the State, so I ask all to quickly review 

the forms and agreements when they are 

issued and make your purchase right away. 

Thanks for all your support as we continue 

to build the best destination Club on the 

Great Lakes! 



CRUISE SIGN UP SHEET 

    USE SEPRATE SHEET AND CHECK FOR EACH CRUISE 

CHOSE YOUR CRUISE, PUT CHECK MARK AFTER SELECTED CRUISE FILL OUT FORM 

AND SEND CHECK PAYABLE TO MBIYC FOR $25.00 DEPOSIT FOR EACH CRUISE 

SELECTED. 

ALL AVAILABLE DOCKAGE GOES BY FIRST RECEIVED 

___ FREEDOM PARTY JULY 4th -6th PUT-IN-BAY YACHT CLUB   ____ 

___ FAMILY DAY SATURDAY AUGUST 2nd (JUST SHOW UP) 

___ COMMODORE’S CRUISE JULY 12th -27th SEE JOHN 

___ AUGUST CRUISE AUG.8th -10th LEAMINGTON   _____ 

___ LABOR DAY PICNIC AUG.29th – SEPT.1st   ______ 

___ CRUISE’S TO BE ANOUNCED______________________           ____ 

DON’T NEED RESERVATIONS FOR JULY 5th OR LABOR DAY IF ATTENDING AND NOT 

DOCKING BOAT. 

MBIC Member number ________ 

Name _____________________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________________________ 

City ______________________________________________________ 

State__________________ Zip______________________ 

Home Phone______________________________________ 

Other phone_______________________________________ 

Email Address______________________________________ 

Boat Type__________________________________________ 

Boat Name__________________________________________ 

Boat Length__________________ Beam__________________ 

List Nights Dockage needed for event. Friday_____ Sat._____ Sun.____ 

Mail to: 

 Joanne & Rodney Brown 

 57 Boston Lake Drive 

Valley City, Ohio 44280 

For more information contact:  

Entertainment Chairpersons 

Tel: 330-483-8000 

E-mail: entertainment@mbiyc.com 

Page 3 The Grapevine 
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14 K white and yellow 
gold MBIYC Charms.   

25% of sales donated 
to MBIYC.   

Contact: Kim Renninger  

Our membership now stands at 401. It is 

exciting to see new members joining and 

old members rejoining in anticipation of 

the changes to our club and to Middle 

Bass Island. When encouraging new 

members to join please be sure to 

download the most recent copy of the 

Welcome Aboard New Members that have joined this year! We look forward to meeting all of you soon! 

MICHAEL  &  MARY ANN  ALGE of FINDLAY, OH 

 RICHARD  &  JAN  LOVE of FINDLAY, OH 

 JOSEPH   CIMINO  &  COURTNEY HART of HILLIARD, OH 

Welcome back to former members that have rejoined this year! We look forward to seeing all of you again soon! 

JOHN  &  MAGGIE  ABBOTT of NORTON, OH 

 MARK  &  JACKIE  ALLEN of CENTERVILLE, OH 

 RICHARD  &  LINDA  BERRY of WATERVILLE, OH 

 DOUGLAS  &  JANET  BIXLER of BERNE, IN 

 TIM  &  BECKI  BOEHLKE of GOSHEN, IN 

 ROGER  &  KAY  BOWMAN of MEDINA, OH 

 LOIS BRICKLEY of SANDUSKY, OH 

 EDWARD  &  BECKY  CARPENTER of UPPER SANDUSKY, 
OH 

 AL  &  KAREN  FELDMAN of SOLON, OH 

 MICHAEL  &  JEAN  GORA of HAYESVILLE, NC 

 DAVID  &  BARBARA  HARTSEL of TIFFIN, OH 

 PAUL JERIS of MIDDLEBURG HTS, OH 

 FRED  &  PAT  LENTZ of PORT CLINTON, OH 

 KEVIN  &  JANICE  LODGE of TOLEDO, OH 

 SCOTT  &  VICKY LYNN  MARLOWE of BAY VILLAGE, OH 

 DON  &  SUZANNE  MATHER of SANDUSKY, OH 

 JAMES  &  BARBARA  PAGE, JR. of WHITEHOUSE, OH 

 THEODORE  &  LYNN  PANGRACE of MIDDLE BASS IS, OH 

 SCOTT  &  JUNE  SCHARF of BEACHWOOD, OH 

 DALE  &  DIANE  SCOTT of ALLIANCE, OH 

 MARK SHANE of BARBERTON, OH 

 ROBERT  &  JULIE  STAUSMIRE of OREGON, OH 

 ROBERT  &  SHIRLEE  SUTER of BOWLING GREEN, OH 

 BEN  &  GRETCHEN  VANCURE of INDEPENDENCE, OH 

 DIANA  &  STEPHEN  WENZEL of TOLEDO, OH 

 JEROME  &  TERESA  WINIASZ of AMHERST, OH 

 JAMES  &  SUE  WOODS, JR. of GAHANNA, OH 

 DAVID  &  DENISE  ZAVAGNO of SOLON, OH 

Membership  James Franchello 

club application from our website. 

Changes do occur from time to time with 

respect to taxes and charges so it is 

always best to get the most current copy 

for new applicants. If you do not have 

access to the web or have difficulty 

downloading or printing the applications 

drop me a note or give me a call and I will 

send one along to you. I hope everyone 

has a happy and safe boating season. It 

will be sad not to be able to meet on the 

Isle de Fleur this year but we are all 

anxiously awaiting the Spring of 2009! 
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Officers 

John Wierzchowski 

Commodore 

330-995-6088 

commodore@mbiyc.com 

Larry Ohler 

Vice Commodore 

419-937-2047 

vice_commodore@mbiyc.com 

Gil Root 

Rear Commodore 

419-332-2911 

rear_commodore@mbiyc.com 

Dora Dirrman  

Recording Secretary 

419-433-8483  

secretary@mbiyc.com 

Kaye Soka 

Treasurer/I-LYA  

419-472-3845 

treasurer@mbiyc.com 

Scott Forward 

Staff Commodore 

419-621-5778 

staff_commodore@mbiyc.com 

James Franchello 

Membership 

740-587-3919 

membership@mbiyc.com 

Rodney & Joanne Brown 

Entertainment 

330-483-8000 

entertainment@mbiyc.com 

Tim & Elaine Dembinski  

Ships Store 

ships_store@mbiyc.com 

James Osenbaugh 

Groundskeeper 

419-8369995 

groundskeeper@mbiyc.com 

Stan & Debbie Porter 

Newsletter  

859-356-0620 

newsletter@mbiyc.com 

John Wierzchowski 

Website 

330-995-6088 

Webmaster@mbiyc.com 

Ralph & Kim Renniger 

Yearbook 

Mike Zavasnik 

GCBA Delegate  

Commodore’s Cruise  

So, the current plan is to take off on July 12th 

with whoever wants to go and play the trip more 

by ear than by plan. I’ll finalize the initial trip 

plans with those who have contacted me, so if 

you’re thinking of going and you haven’t been 

getting my emails, you need to contact me at 

commodore@mbiyc.com and tell me you’re 

interested. Even if you can’t join us for the whole 

two weeks, you can join up along the way. So you 

should email me too. 

We’ll see you on the water… 

While our original intentions were to have a long 

and enjoyable summer cruise, the dramatically 

rising fuel prices in the last nine months have 

put a damper on our plans. 

Currently, most of those who have expressed 

interest to me, while not necessarily canceling, 

have indicated their intention to cut back on the 

distance they plan to cruise. I am torn by the 

desire to go, the knowledge that fuel isn’t going 

to get any cheaper, and financial limits. I have 

not decided on a final course of action. 

2008 Voyage of Necessity Too   Butch & Diane Wrocklage 

room behind us. The next six hours was lock 

through time into Lake Ontario. Believe it or not, 

the lock walls were in great shape. The water 

was very clean and the lock people handed us 

the coiled lines for the 45’ drop. Diane was 

enjoying talking to the late cruiser behind us, 

and I finally relaxed a little to talk to the three 

guys on the Egg. He, Peter, had just bought the 

boat at Huron, OH, and was heading for his 

home in Boston. So far he had used three 

hundred gallons of diesel from Huron, Ohio, to 

the locks. He said he should have enough to get 

to the next port in Welland, Ontario. I didn’t 

want to ruin his day by saying we had used 12 

gal. from Dunkirk, NY, to Port Colborne, Ontario. 

What a relief finishing the last lock and getting 

into Lake Ontario. But wait, small craft warnings 

and strong NE winds. Thank God for the NE 

winds because that’s head seas for NT, and I 

swear I heard her say ―thank you‖ for the head 

winds. About an hour later we were entering St. 

Catherine’s Marina on the east side of the 

Welland Canal. It didn’t take long to tie up. We 

were really hungry and just reheated the 

leftovers from our pressure cooking dinner from 

the night before. The pork chops, baked potato, 

and salad were delicious and, we were ready for 

a good night’s sleep. 

An excerpt from the trip by Butch and Diane 

Wrocklage aboard Necessity Too. Visit the 

website for the complete story. 

June 3, 2008  Welland Canal. 

12:15PM we are heading down to the draw 

bridge with one sailboat and one 42’Egg Harbor 

fishing battle ship. Lock #8 is the first lock and 

for beginners because of the short drop of ten 

feet. The next seven will be 45 feet drop. The 

sailboat took the lead. This was a catamaran 

about 35’ long driven by 2 small outboard 

motors. I chose to be the last one into the lock. I 

am sure you can think of the many reasons for 

being last. Everything is going quite well until 

lock #7 which was 13.7 miles down stream. 

There is a strict rule on speed and of course the 

sailboat and NT were doing fine. The Egg Harbor 

was on a mission and getting quite antsy at this 

travel speed. OK we get into the lock just fine 

but the back gate doesn’t close. Why? We get 

word that another cruiser is coming down to join 

us. It will be but 30 minutes, right !!! About an 

hour later here comes the 40 + foot cruiser, and 

this lock woman asked if he could raft with me. I 

guess she thought I was a working tug. I said 

―no thanks and have him tie unto the Egg 

Harbor.‖ As it turned out there was enough 

mailto:commodore@mbiyc.com
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February 22-24, 2008 2008 Land Cruise Lyman Harbor 

Sandusky, OH 

May 26, 2008 

May 23ð26 

Memorial Day Picnic Toledo Yacht Club 

Toledo, OH 

June 13-15, 2008 June Cruise Fathers Day Port Clinton Yacht Club 

Port Clinton, OH 

July 5, 2008 Independence Day Picnic PIBYC 

Put-in-Bay, OH 

July 12-27, 2008 Commodoreôs Cruise North Channel 

August 8-10, 2008 August Cruise 

Pirates Weekend 

Leamington Muncipal Marina 

Leamington, OH 

August 29, 2008 thru  

September 1, 2008 Labor Day Weekend Cruise  
Huron Boat Basin 

Huron, OH  

August 30, 2008 MBIYC Annual Meeting  
Huron Boat Basin 

Huron, OH 

Joanne & Rodney Brown 

Entertainment Chairpersons 

Tel:    330.483.8000 

E-mail: entertainment@mbiyc.com 

Stan & Debbie Porter—Editors 

newsletter@mbiyc.com 

WELCOME ABOARD! 

41°40.544'N  082°48.342'W  

Web: www.mbiyc.com 

Business Name 
P.O. Box 81 
Middle Bass Island, Ohio 43446 
Phone: 419-285-9971 

The Grapevine is published 4—6 times 

per year as necessary. Articles and 

advertising deadlines are the 15th of 

the preceding month. 

Advertising is available to club members 

at a rate of $10.00 per business card 

size (3.5‖ X 2‖) space. 

MBIYC Schedule of Events 


