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Well, it's hard to believe that the 

Thanksgiving holiday is right 

around the corner.  Summer went 

way too fast this year. I hope every 

one had a good and enjoyable 

season. Our cruise-ins to Port 

Clinton, Put in Bay and Huron 

were a huge success.  Our thanks 

goes to those Yacht Clubs and to 

all of our members who joined us. 

A great time was had by all. 

Thanks goes  to Rodney and 

Joann Brown for all their hard 

work and dedication.      

As you probably have heard by 

now, the marina is moving ahead 

at full speed.  As we approach the 

new year, our financing is coming 

together to have docks installed 

by June 1, 2009.   Due to the soft 

economy our bond program did 

not bring in the expected amount 

of revenue that we needed to 

satisfy the bank we had hoped to 

use.  Kaye then secured financing 

with another bank to finance the 

docks. Remember the bond pro-

gram is a very important aspect of 

the future of the clubs building 

program and is still open to any 

member who would like to partici-

pate.  Information about the pro-

gram is available on the website 

www.MBIYC.com. 

Some important dates for you to 

remember:   ILYA Party and get 

together is December 5th at the 

Holiday Inn in Westlake, Ohio.  

MBIYC will be hosting a hospitality 

room as always.   Come and join 

the fun with us and the other par-

ticipating clubs. Becky Vincent is 

our new Entertainment Chair, and 

she is currently working to get the 

arrangements for our annual land 

cruise finalized.  This year we will 

be heading to Toledo for a true 

land cruise on February 6th ,7th 

and 8th.   

There will be more info about the 

land cruise and our marina project 

in the January newsletter and on 

the website as it becomes avail-

able.  We wanted to schedule 

newsletters for every two months 

to keep you informed, but  we are 

at the mercy of the State of Ohio, 

the bank and the contractors 

timetables.  It was really not cost 

effective to send a newsletter 

without news.  So, again, I want to 

thank you for your patience.  I 

hope you and your families enjoy 

a Happy Thanksgiving holiday and 

a joyous season.    Commodore 

Larry Ohler 

News 

¶ Lease signed by Gover-

nor Ted Strickland on 

October 14, 2008 

¶ February 6, 2009 Land 

Cruise 

¶ Capital Improvement 

Bonds are still avail-

able. 

¶ Docks will be installed 

June 2009 

Official Newsletter of the Middle Bass Island Yacht Club 

Did you know MBIYC 

has a Boat US coopera-

tive discount? Just enter 

MBIYCõs group number 

of GA82778Y when you 

signup or renew. 

Vice Commodores comments: 

Greetings to all and Happy Holi-

days.  The new marina should be 

complete and waiting for spring 

and the new docks to be installed. 

I am looking forward to seeing the 

docks completed and installed by 

the June 1, 2009. 

The dock committee is finalizing 

the new dock contracts and wait-

ing list. The current dock holders 

have priority.  If you receive a 

contract, please return as soon 

as possible or by the deadline.  

We have 100 members on the 

waiting list. You can check the 

dock waiting list on 

www.mbiyc.com. Keep up to date 

at the web site for the latest on 

the marina construction project 

and whatõs going on at MBIYC. 

I would like to remind you of the 

bonds program and encourage 

you to participate.  Membership 

matters, if you know someone 

interested in MBIYC, invite them 

to become a member.  Applica-

tions can be downloaded from the 

web site. 

Yours in Boating, V.C. Gil Root 

 

Capital Improvement Bond 

Program 
To date the MBIYC Bond Program 

has generated $70M in funds for 

our club construction project.  This 

represents approximately 25% of 

our original goal.  In order to fi-

nance the overall project, and to 

minimize our outside financing 

costs, additional funds need to be 

raised. 

If you havenõt made your bond 

commitment yet, wonõt you please 

give it serious consideration now?  

While we all know that these are 

uncertain economic times, the 

bond interest rate of 5% is very 

attractive at this time of falling 

interest rates.  An additional bo-

nus is a wonderful new facility for 

you to enjoy.  Please support your 

club! 

If you no longer have your bond 

application, copies can be 

downloaded from the club website 

www.mbiyc.com. 

Kaye Soka, Treasurer 

The Water is back! 

http://www.mbiyc.com/
http://www.mbiyc.com/
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Staff Commodore   John Wierzchowski 

On October 17, 2008 Past Commodore 

Mike Stewart made a detour through Co-

lumbus on his way to Lake Erie to make a 

stop at the Ohio Department of Natural 

Resources. Rumor had it the MBIYC Lease 

had finally been signed and was ready for 

pickup. Much to his surprise, THE LEASE 

WAS SIGNED! Mike picked up our copy and 

later that evening P/C Mike Stewart, P/C 

George Weisenbach, Commodore Larry 

Ohler, and myself met aboard Mystic for a 

celebratory drink with our spouses. 

That toast was the culmination of more 

than three years of efforts to obtain a long-

term lease with the State of Ohio. Many 

people have been involved throughout this 

process and I want to name some of them 

and offer my sincere thanks for their ef-

forts.  I am bound to miss some so I apolo-

gize in advance if you are not named here. 

P/C George Weisenbach, P/C Mike Stewart, 

P/C Scott Forward, Commodore Larry Ohler, 

Vice Commodore Gil Root, Director Larry 

King, Ernie Hisey, and the rest of the MBIYC 

Board of Directors. From the ODNR: Scott 

Doty, Karen Bateman, Edward Frank, Kim 

Caris, Dave Keiffer, Rodney Apgear, Gene 

Wells and Chief Dan West. 

The amount of effort and time put forth by 

all was tremendous and every member 

owes these folks your thanks for the MBIYC 

that will rise through the construction dust 

next season. Throughout the process the 

State continued to affirm their desire to 

work with us and keep MBIYC within the 

state park and the end result indicates the 

truthfulness of their words. 

The final lease document was signed by me 

on September 16, 2008 and sent off to the 

state for their signatures. It made its way 

from department to department in the gov-

ernment way of such things and was finally 

signed by Governor Ted Strickland on Octo-

ber 14, 2008. 

This new, long-term lease, ushers in a new 

era for MBIYC. The initial term is 25 years 

with a renewal option of 10 years. It pro-

vides for MBIYC to construct òF Pieró in the 

new state park marina. F Pier will consist of 

56 docks [(24) 30õ, (16) 36õ, (8) 40õ, (6) 

44õ, (2) 48õ]. It also provides for approxi-

mately 0.7 acres of land at the head of F 

Pier in the southeast corner of the marina 

where our buildings will overlook Lake Erie 

to the east and the entire marina to the west. 

You, the membership, have been outspoken 

with advice and suggestions to the Board.  

Thank you for your participation. We have 

tried very hard to listen to all and create a 

new Club that will allow all members to enjoy 

the Club. 

All of you should have received mailings by 

now asking for your additional support to 

òloanó the club funding for these projects. 

Every dollar you loan (repaid with guaranteed 

interest) is a dollar we do not have to borrow 

from the bank at commercial rates. It also 

indicates your support and approval of the 

construction projects. Now that the Lease is 

complete, dock plans are finalized, contracts 

are being written and we have two banks 

competing for our loan business, it is the right 

time to purchase a Club bond and help build 

the new MBIYC. 

Iõll be looking forward to seeing each of you 

next season at the NEW MBIYC! 

John Wierzchowski 

Staff Commodore 

MBIYC  would like to WELCOME the following members who have joined the club as of 

November 8,2008.  They are:  Richard and Sue Buchman,  Thomas and Barbara Cor-

coran,  Rod and Evie Dean,  Jeff and Lisa Fine,  John and Jody Getz,  Ronald and Jan 

Helman,  Ronald and Marsha Jacobs,  Don and Claudia Lendenican,  Art and Margaret 

Moore,  Joseph Wiliam Pikor,  Mark and Jan Ross,  Robert and Mary Jo Sangregory,  Wil-

liam and Lynda Shambarger,  and James Larry and Linda Wright.   

Secretary,  Donna Markey 

Secretary   Donna Markey 

Marketing Committee 

I-LYA Delegate   Kaye Soka 

In order to help retire the debt being in-

curred by the club to finance the con-

struction of our beautiful new facilities, it 

is important that we maintain a robust 

membership and maximize dock usage 

and associated revenues.  To facilitate 

reaching those goals, a marketing com-

mittee has been formed. 

The committee will develop materials and 

programs directed toward two main areas: 

¶ Membership development and retention 

¶ Dock rental by non-dock holders and visi-

tors from I-LYA clubs 

If you would be interested in serving on this 

important new committee, please contact 

me, Kaye Soka, at treasurer@mbiyc.com or 

419-297-6667. 

All members, especially those in the Cleve-

land area, are invited to join us at the 

MBIYC hospitality room at the I-LYA Fall 

Meeting on Friday, December 5, 2008.  

The meeting will be at the Holiday Inn, 

1100 Crocker Rd. just north of I90 in West-

lake, OH.  It will be a great opportunity to 

visit with members and to share the pro-

gress on our new club facilities with our 

friends from other I-LYA clubs.  Our room will 

be open from 6 pm until 11 pm (check with 

the I-LYA registration desk for the room num-

ber). 

If you wish to stay overnight, you can re-

serve a room at the I-LYA rate of $89 by 

calling 440-871-6000. 

mailto:treasurer@mbiyc.com
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Officers Middle Bass Island Yacht Club Land Cruise 

February 6 & 7, 2009 

Join us for the 2009 MBIYCõs Land Cruise 

òClub Crawló 

Dinner 

Dancing 

FUN! FUN! FUN! 

The fun will start on Friday night at 

Fairfield Inn & Suites in Toledo, Ohio. 

Be sure to bring your swimming suit for the Friday night òPool Partyó. 

 

Saturday we will visit several Yacht Clubs in the Toledo area  

with activities at each of the clubs we visit. 

Transportation will be provided, based on advance reservations. 

 

Saturday evening will be a wonderful dinner at  

Toledo Yacht Club  

Provided by Chef Marcel Fine Catering. 

Transportation will be provided, based on advance reservations. 

Entertainment will be provided on Saturday night. 

Fairfield Inn & Suites is offering a special rate of $75 plus tax for Middle Bass Island Yacht Club mem-

bers and guests, for a King or Double Queen accommodation.  The $75 rate also includes a free de-

luxe breakfast, an indoor heated pool and spa and fitness room.  The Fairfield Inn & Suites is located 

only 3 miles from Toledo Yacht Club.  For reservations at Fairfield Inn & Suites in Toledo please phone 

them directly at 419-725-0050.  Be sure to tell them you are with Middle Bass Island Yacht Club to 

receive the special rate. 

 

Some of the activities for the day are dependant on participation so we  would appreciate a response 

regarding your interest in joining us for the day on February 7th.   Responses can be made to the Vin-

centõs at the contact information below. 

 

Additional information will be provided in the next Grapevine. 

Entertainment Committee Chairmen, Becky and Barry Vincent are looking for volunteers for the com-

mittee.  Please contact us at any of the following numbers if you have interest in being part of the plan-

ning for this fun filled weekend. 

419-215-6162 Beckyõs cell 

419-349-2512 Barryõs cell 

734-847-7010 Home 

Beckyvincent@bex.net 

Larry Ohler 

Commodore 

419.937.2047 

commodore@mbiyc.com 

Gil Root 

Vice Commodore 

419.332.2911 

vice_commodore@mbiyc.com 

Dora Dirrman 

Rear Commodore 

419.433.8483 

rear_commodore@mbiyc.com 

Donna Markey 

Recording Secretary 

419-433-8483  

secretary@mbiyc.com 

Kaye Soka 

Treasurer/I-LYA  

419-472-3845 

treasurer@mbiyc.com 

John Wierzchowski 

Staff Commodore 

330.995.6088 

staff_commodore@mbiyc.com 

Becky and Barry Vincent  

Entertainment 

734-847-7010  

entertainment@mbiyc.com 

Tim & Elaine Dembinski  

Ships Store 

ships_store@mbiyc.com 

Stan & Debbie Porter 

Newsletter  

859-356-0620 

newsletter@mbiyc.com 

John Wierzchowski 

Website 

330-995-6088 

Webmaster@mbiyc.com 

Ralph & Kim Renniger 

Yearbook@mbiyc.com 

Mike Zavasnik 

GCBA Delegate  
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Dates Event Location 
February 6-7, 

2009 

2009 Land Cruise Club Crawl Toledo, OH 

May 23, 2009 Memorial Day Picnic TBD 

June 19-21, 2009  June Cruise Port Clinton Yacht Club 

Port Clinton OH 

July 4, 2009 Independence Day Picnic MBIYC 

July, 2009 July Cruise TBD 

August, 2009 August Cruise TBD 

Kelley's Island OH 

September 5, 

2009 
Labor Day Picnic 

Annual Meeting 

MBIYC 

Becky and Barry Vincent  

Entertainment Chairpersons 

Tel:    734-847-7010  

E-mail: entertainment@mbiyc.com 

Stan & Debbie PorterñEditors 

newsletter@mbiyc.com 

WELCOME ABOARD! 

41°40.544'N  082°48.342'W  

Web: www.mbiyc.com 

Middle Bass Yacht Club 
P.O. Box 81 
Middle Bass Island, Ohio 43446 
Phone: 419-285-9971 

The Grapevine is published 4ñ6 times 

per year as necessary. Articles and 

advertising deadlines are the 15th of 

the preceding month. 

Advertising is available to club members 

at a rate of $10.00 per business card 

size (3.5ó X 2ó) space. 

MBIYC Schedule of Events 

The water is coming in. Photos taken 

November 14 by George and Sharon 

indicate we may actually be in our 

Yacht Club this summer. 

The Water Is Coming In! 


