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Commodore’s Comments: 

Greetings to all and 

MERRY CHRISTMAS. 

The docks have been 

made ready for the winter 

months and are waiting for 

spring. 

Your Bridge and Board of 

Directors had their annual 

meeting on Saturday, No-

vember 14, 2009.  The 

budget for 2010 was ap-

proved and the hiring of 

Ellis Architects and Rietz 

Engineering was approved 

for the building design and 

site plan. 

You should be getting 

your dues invoice soon.  

Your continued support 

will help bring the new 

MBIYC up and running.  If 

you have someone in 

mind for a membership, 

now is the time to invite 

him or her aboard.  

The 2010 Land Cruise 

will be held at the Port 

Clinton Yacht Club on Val-

entines weekend.  Bring 

your valentine and enjoy 

the music of the Lounge 

Lizards with a dinner of 

Prime Rib or Swordfish. 

You will find the enclosed 

attachment to this news-

letter.  Make your reser-

vation early and plan on a 

great night of friendship 

and dancing the night 

away. 

May you have a MERRY 

CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY 

NEW YEAR 

Yours in Boating 

MBIYC Commodore  

Gil Root 
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February 13, 2010 

Official Newsletter of the Middle Bass Island Yacht Club 

Greetings, Merry Christ-

mas and Happy New Year! 

Looking forward to seeing 

everyone at the Land 

Cruise on February 13-14 

in Port Clinton. Should be 

a lot of fun and always a 

great time to connect with 

our members. 

We have had a great sum-

mer and we are really 

looking forward to the 

coming boating season.  

We are keeping the Dock 

Rates the same, but we 

are requiring 1/2 of the 

Dock dues by February 1 

and the remaining 

amount by March 1. 

If you know you don't 

wish to keep your Dock, 

Please contact the Dock 

Committee at 

dock@mbiyc.com or 419-

433-8483. If you were on 

temporary leave last year 

and do not wish to renew 

your dock, you will go to 

the end of the dock wait-

ing list (unless you want 

to be removed). If you 

want to be added to the 

waiting list, please con-

tact us at 

dock@mbiyc.com with 

your information, includ-

ing the size of your boat. 

Looking forward to seeing 

you all and looking for-

ward to a great Boating 

Season!! 

Be Safe 

Dora Dirrman 

Vice Commodore 

 

Here are all of the Club 

phone numbers. 

Main Number  

419.285.9971   

Dockmaster Cell Num-

ber 

419.341.1576   

Dock Reservations for 

Dock Holders  

866.738.0624  

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 
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Rear Commodore   Don Stouder 

 

Rear Commodore Report: 

With our boats stored for the 

winter our thoughts turned to  

the holidays and winter pro-

jects. Your board is busy work-

ing on next year’s activities 

and the new clubhouse. 

Our annual board meeting in 

November focused on mem-

ber involvement, dock pro-

grams, and development of 

our new clubhouse.  We are 

creating a new marketing com-

mittee, and if you would be 

interested in helping let me 

know. Changes in our dock 

programs will insure our mem-

bers a chance to use our 

docks and visit the club.  

On the new club house, we 

have assigned an architectural 

firm plus a civil engineer to de-

velop site plans and building lay-

out. Plans were very impressive 

and the goal is to break ground 

in early spring pending permits 

and approval from the state. 

This process takes time, but we 

want our clubhouse and property 

to be versatile, efficient, and 

very attractive.   

 Gusty September winds blew 

down our tent and it was dam-

aged beyond repair. The good 

news is that we have insurance 

which will help in the purchase 

another tent. Considering our 

new clubhouse, we are looking 

at several size tents which could 

be used in conjunction with the 

building for special events. 

We have nine events scheduled 

next year and could use some 

help from our members on those 

committees.  Maybe you have 

new ideas on activities for the 

club; we would sure like to hear 

from you.  Make an effort to par-

ticipate in at least one event 

next year. 

Wishing you the best of the holi-

days, 

Rear Commodore 

Don Stouder 

SHIP’S STORE 

Looking for a Christmas present?  How about a 

MBIYC sweatshirt?  There are a limited amount 

of Ship Store merchandise available for Christ-

mas presents. Check out the web for pictures 

(http://www.mbiyc.com/MBIYCstore.htm). 

Listed below is what is currently in stock along 

with the prices. These prices include sales tax 

but do not include shipping. 

2 Khaki Ladies Wind Jackets  $35.00 

2 Men’s Wind Jackets  $35.00 

Hooded Sweatshirts    $35.00  

Sweatshirts     $30.00 

Men and Woman T-Shirts  $15.00 

Men and Woman Tanks  $14.00 

Burgees – Small             $20.00 

Burgess- Medium   $25.00 

Please email me at ships-store@mbiyc.com to 

place your order. 

Remember there is a limited amount so all sizes 

may not be available. Let me know what you want 

and we’ll see what we can do. 

After the first of the year, watch the website for 

new merchandise, and we are looking into the 

possibility of accepting credit cards online!!!! 

Cindy Wierzchowski 

Ships Store  Cindy Wierzchowski 



Page 3 Newsletter Title 

Kaye Soka 

formation and committee 

choices.   

MBIYC is very fortunate to be 

financially strong; it has en-

abled us to undertake our re-

construction project.  Now that 

our docks are essentially com-

plete, we look forward to the 

construction of a suitable club-

house facility, which will make 

our club the envy of the lake.  I 

am asking each member who 

have not done so, to consider 

the purchase of bonds.  Not 

only will you earn a handsome 

5% simple interest, but also 

you will help the club to re-

duce the interest expense on 

our mortgage.   

Treasurer’s Report 

Kaye Soka 

The MBIYC fiscal year is quickly 

coming to an end, and that means 

that dues notices are being pre-

pared.  Members will receive their 

renewal invoices during the first 

week of December, and payments 

are due by January 1, 2010.  

Members who become delinquent 

will be required to apply for rein-

statement and pay a reinstate-

ment fee according to the process 

laid out in the Constitution printed 

in the current yearbook. 

Please be sure to include the 

forms provided in the invoice mail-

ing requesting updated roster in-

 

Documents for submitting your 

bond purchase are on the web-

site. 

I-LYA 

Kaye Soka, Delegate 

The Fall I-LYA meeting will be held 

December 4-6, 2009 at the Holi-

day Inn French Quarter in Perrys-

burg, OH.  Once again, MBIYC will 

host a hospitality suite on Friday, 

December 4 beginning at 6 pm.  

Come and enjoy an evening of re-

freshments, and socializing with 

MBIYC and other yacht club mem-

bers. 

Middle Bass Island (MBI) is part of Put-in-Bay Township of Ottawa County, Ohio, which was created from Sandusky, Erie, 

and Lucas Counties in 1840. MBI is the central island of a trio of islands, known in the nineteenth century as the Three 

Sisters; it is flanked by North Bass (Isle St. George) Island and South Bass (Put-in-Bay) Island. The island was sparsely set-

tled before the War of 1812. After the war a few people returned to MBI but it was not until the mid-1850s and the sale of 

smaller lots and farms by an absentee owner that the island began to develop. 

The new mid-nineteenth century residents of MBI found the soil particularly well suited to viticulture. Grape growing was 

touted as a viable and profitable agricultural land use by early Victorian horticultural and agricultural societies; contempo-

rary journals are filled with speculation on the best soil and climatic conditions for viticulture. The Bass Islands seemed to 

perfectly fit the bill for grape cultivation and wine making.  In 1859 four men, Joseph Mueller, Andrew Wehrle, William Re-

hberg, and George Caldwell, bought all of MBI with the intention of establishing vineyards there. 

By the 1870s vineyards appeared to account for more than half of the arable land use on MBI, followed by orchards, pre-

dominantly growing peaches, but also pears and plums. As the population of the island grew, so did the cultural and politi-

cal amenities including a cemetery, a school and a town hall, located at a crossroads at the center of the island. In the 

1870s a school was also located on the south side of the eastern point peninsula.  

From Hardesty’s 1874 atlas  

The island was divided into 3 major spheres of familial influence during the first few decades of the viticulture develop-

ment. The Lutes family owned the eastern point peninsula, the Wehrle family the southern portion of the island, and the 

Rehberg family the western portion. All three families established vineyards and wine production facilities including wine 

press houses, wine cellars and docks for easy access to the outside world. Perhaps the most prominent historical feature 

of the island is the area containing the old Wehrle-Lonz Winery complex (originally referred to as the Golden Eagle Wine 

Cellars), located at the southern-most tip of the island. This Winery complex was listed on the National Register of Historic 

Places (NRHP) in 1986 and is often referred to as containing the ―heart of island history‖. A brief history of the Winery 

History of Middle Bass Island 
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2010 MBIYC VALENTINE LAND CRUISE 

At Port Clinton Yacht Club, Saturday, February 13, 2010 

Happy Hour at 6:00 pm, Dinner at 7:00 pm 

Menu: Prime Rib or Swordfish with Roasted Red Potatoes, Mixed Vegetables, Salad 

and Dessert 

Entertainment by the LOUNGE LIZARDS 

Cost for meal and entertainment: $30.00 per person 

We have reserved 30 rooms at the Commodore Perry Inn     255 W. Lakeshore Dr. Port 

Clinton, OH 43452 

Make your reservations by January 21, 2010.  Call 419-732-2645 and tell them you’re 

with MBIYC group.  Room rates are $64.95 + 12.5% tax. 

We have a hospitality room reserved for Friday and Saturday with a pool party on Satur-

day afternoon. 

If you want to help set up Saturday, sign up here.  

___________________________________________ 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Send your dinner reservations and check by January 21, 2010 to: 

MBIYC Commodore Gil Root  

1807 N. River Rd. 

Fremont, OH  43420 

Phone: 419-332-2911 or Cell 419-355-3392 

   

 

 

 

 

Make Check Payable to MBIYC 

Name: _______________________________________________ 

Prime Rib @ $30.00 No. __________  $ __________  

Sword Fish @ $30.00 No. __________ $ __________  

Total  No.  __________  

Amount Enclosed      $ __________  
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Officers 

Gil Root 

Commodore 

419.332.2911 
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Dora Dirrman 
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419.433.8483 
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Don Stouder 

Rear Commodore 

rear-commodore@mbiyc.com  

Larry Ohler 

Staff Commodore 

419.937.2047 

staff_commodore@mbiyc.com 

Kaye Soka 

Treasurer/I-LYA  

419-472-3845 

treasurer@mbiyc.com 

Donna Markey 

Recording Secretary 

419-294-1404  

secretary@mbiyc.com 

Larry King 

Director 2010 

director-2010@mbiyc.com 

Karl Steuk 
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Bob Eischen  

director-2012@mbiyc.com  

Cindy Wierzchowski  

ships-store@mbiyc.com 

Stan & Debbie Porter 

Newsletter  

859-356-0620 

newsletter@mbiyc.com 

John Wierzchowski 

Website 

330-995-6088 

Webmaster@mbiyc.com 

Ralph & Kim Renniger 

Yearbook@mbiyc.com 

Mike Zavasnik 

GCBA Delegate  

 

 

History of Middle Bass Island (cont.) 

complex is provided in Table 1. 

On a regional level, the Winery was considered one of the largest and most proficient pro-

ducers of wine and grape juice products in Ohio, as well as throughout the Midwest. Dur-

ing the late 1800s, Lake Erie island wineries, led by the Golden Eagle Winery, ranked 

alongside New York’s Finger Lakes and California’s coastal valley wineries. Wehrle entered 

into a partnership with George Werk, William Procter, James Gamble, and Andrew Jergens 

(all of Cincinnati, Ohio) and founded the Wehrle, Werk & Sons Company to produce, mar-

ket, and distribute the products. 

Review of historic maps and photographs indicate the locations of several buildings 

across the complex that are no longer standing. Immediately west of the Winery was the 

location first of the Wehrle residence and then later the Hillcrest Hotel. Both structures 

were destroyed in separate fires. 

Aside from wine production, MBI also became known as a resort destination as early as 

1874 and lasting until the present day. Summer vacationing became even more important 

as the grape industry waned in the early 1900s. In 1874 the "Toledo and Lake Erie Fishing 

and Boating Association" (later the Middle Bass Club) established a resort at the western 

tip of MBI, on the former William Rehberg property. This resort contains several cab-

ins/cottages and homes and is listed on the NRHP as a historic district. The place became 

a favorite location for famous and powerful people from Toledo, Cleveland, Detroit, and 

elsewhere. In the mid-1920s a prominent Cleveland lawyer and politician, Harry F. Payer, 

purchased 100 acres of the land at the eastern point of the eastern peninsula of MBI and 

established a private retreat with stables, tennis courts and a golf course, called East 

Point Manor. He hired Ohio architect, J. Milton Dyer, to design the estate and the manor 

house. East Point Manor is listed in the NRHP. By the mid-twentieth century MBI sup-

ported both vacationers and viticulture. Tourists who were not visiting the MBI Club stayed 

in private homes, as there was no public lodging on the island. The Lonz Winery, as it was 

now called, had a club room-rathskeller that was open to the public and was a popular 

destination for tourists.  



The Grapevine 

Stan & Debbie Porter—Editors 

newsletter@mbiyc.com 

WELCOME ABOARD! 

41°40.544'N  082°48.342'W  

Web: www.mbiyc.com 

Middle Bass Island Yacht Club 
P.O. Box 81 
Middle Bass Island, Ohio 43446 
Phone: 419-285-9971 

The Grapevine is published 4—6 times 

per year as necessary. Articles and 

advertising deadlines are the 15th of 

the preceding month. 

Advertising is available to club members 

at a rate of $10.00 per business card 

size (3.5‖ X 2‖) space. 

MBIYC Schedule of Events 

 

When What Where 

February 12-14, 2010  
LandCruise 

2010 

Port Clinton Yacht Club 

Port Clinton OH 

TBD Opening Day MBIYC 

29-May-10 
Memorial Day 

Picnic 
MBIYC 

June 18-20, 2010  June Cruise 
Cedar Point Marina 

Sandusky OH 

3-Jul-10 
Independence 

Day Picnic 
MBIYC 

July 5-18, 2010  
Commodore's 

Cruise 

Trent-Severn Waterway 

Ontario Canada 

July 23-25, 2010  July Cruise 

Huron Boat Basin 

Huron OH 

Christmas in July 

August 13-15, 2010  August Cruise 
Scudders Marina 

Pelee Island ON 

September 4, 2010 MBIYC 
Annual Meeting 

Labor Day Picnic 

http://www.mbiyc.com/land_cruise.htm
http://www.mbiyc.com/land_cruise.htm
http://www.portclintonyachtclub.com/
http://www.mbiyc.com/cruise_1.htm
http://www.cedarpoint.com/public/park/resorts/marinas/index.cfm
http://www.mbiyc.com/commodorescruise.htm
http://www.mbiyc.com/commodorescruise.htm
http://www.trentsevern.com/live_index.cfm
http://www.mbiyc.com/cruise_2.htm
http://www.huronparks.org/boatbasin.htm
http://www.mbiyc.com/cruise_3.htm
http://www.pelee.org/i?page=watercraft&sid=L51256080690VP

